
In-Person	Worship	is	Resuming!	
What	will	it	look	like?	
 
Our Governor, Eric Holcomb, announced on May 1 a plan for getting Indiana “Back on Track” in the 
next weeks and months. That plan allows churches to return to in-person worship beginning on May 
10. Other leaders, including our Bishop, Julius Trimble, are calling for a slower pace of return.  
 
Building Use 
 
The staff and Administrative Council of Dayton UM Church have decided we will first allow small 
groups and meetings to take place face-to-face in our building, beginning the week of May 17, with the 
following health and safety precautions: 
 

1. Agreement to use only the room SCHEDULED with Kathy Hill  
a. To control sanitizing and cleaning, only the Shop or Conference Room A will be 

scheduled – these are larger spaces that allow social distancing 
b. Other rooms will be locked so they are not exposed to possible contamination 
c. Only the rest rooms located by the Coke/Pepsi machines may be used 

2. Groups are urged to allow the appropriate social distance between persons 
3. Group leader agrees to bring Clorox wipes and wipe down tables, chairs, door handles after 

the meeting 
4. Entry and exit of the building will be limited to the main lobby doors for this season 

 
Return to in-person Worship 
 
We will return to worship together in the sanctuary on Sunday, May 31, unless a spike in COVID-19 
cases and deaths in the next three weeks makes that too risky. We will return to our full schedule of 
8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 services, and we will continue to livestream permanently to reach more people 
outside our church, and for shut-ins and those not yet ready to return to worship in person.  
 
These social distancing practices will be in place for health and safety: 
 

1. We will livestream both the 8:00 and 11:00 worship services, and we ask the following 
persons to continue to worship via livestreaming, rather than in-person: 

a. Persons who have tested positive for COVID-19 or have direct contact with a person 
who is positive for the virus 

b. Persons who are displaying symptoms of illness  
c. Persons with underlying health issues making exposure to COVID-19 more dangerous 

2. We will limit personal touch in the following ways 
a. Exterior doors will be opened by a masked/gloved greeter to minimize touching 

handles 
b. Interior doors will be propped open to the Sanctuary and other areas to minimize 

touching handles 
c. Every other row of seating will be roped off for social distancing 
d. We ask that family units leave six feet of distance between themselves and the next 

family in the same row 
e. Bibles, hymnals and pens will be removed from the pew racks 
f. Offering envelopes will be available in a basket beside the collection boxes 



g. Hand sanitizer will be provided in the lobby 
h. We recommend persons attending worship wear face masks, which you bring along 
i. High touch areas will be sanitized between services 
j. The greeting time in worship will be suspended until a time in the future 
k. We will no longer pass offering bags down the rows – there will be containers to 

drop your offering into at the exits near the main lobby 
l. We will suspend printing and handing out a worship bulletin or other materials 
m. Dayton UMC will be a “no-handshake” zone 
n. Before giving a fist-bump, elbow bump or hug, please ask permission of the other 

person and respect their wishes if they prefer not to touch 
3. Children’s ministry leaders have decided the children’s ministry portion of the building will 

remain closed, and all children will sit with their parents in the sanctuary for worship services 
until further notice 

4. Holy Communion will be offered using pre-packaged communion wafers and juice until we 
agree it is safe to return to our past communion practices 

5. We will not reintroduce the Coffee Shop until we can assure relative safety in sharing food 
and drinks 


