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MEET THE DUMC TEAM 

24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good 

deeds, 25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but 

encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

Hebrews 10:24-25 
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Dear Friends, 
 
April is Easter month. I have to confess as I write this, it feels like I’m stuck in that Saturday between Good 
Friday and Easter Sunday. Things are pretty bleak as I write this in light of the COVID-19 pandemic and its 
disruption of most everything in our lives. 
 
The COVID-19 virus has closed down most everything. As a Pastor, it grieves me that the CDC guidelines of no 
gatherings of 50 or more people for eight weeks means Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday are wrecked. 
Businesses are closing, and some of them have such thin margins, they may not be able to reopen after eight 
weeks without income. As many precautions as we take, by the time you read this, some people have gotten 
ill—perhaps deathly ill—and some have died from the virus here in the US. And the effects of the panic and 
fear may be even more drastic than the actual illnesses of the virus. 
 
How do we hold on to faith in the face of a pandemic? How do we stave off fear and panic? I know of only 
one way: we hold on to our faith in the One who said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” We hold on to 
the hand of the One who promises “…neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present 
nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 
Here is the glorious truth: NOTHING could hold Jesus in the grave! And no power in heaven or on earth can 
remove Him from the Throne! At the end of the COVID-19 pandemic, there WILL be resurrection! The same 
power that raised Jesus from the grave can bring life from the destruction that is being wreaked on our 
health, our relationships and our economy.  
 
In the meantime, we live in the liberating freedom that death is already done in to death! We do not have to 
be afraid. Jesus is with us. With Him, and with each other, we will get through this. We know the end of the 
story, and it is not grim destruction. Let us live bravely. Let us BE the Church in this very hour, living with 
mercy and compassion for others who are suffering, and pouring out our lives for our Savior. 
 
We can pray much. We can act with compassion and mercy. We can turn fear over to Jesus and ask for the 
gift of faith to supplant it. We can celebrate resurrection, even if our Easter Sunday worship has to be 
livestreamed. We can hold on to Jesus, who makes us “more than conquerors through Him who loved us!” 
 
I am praying for you. Fear not. Jesus is Lord! 
 
      Have a glorious Easter! 
       Pastor Mike 

A LETTER FROM YOUR  

L E A D  P A S T O R  



Hello and Happy Easter!   
 
I was blessed by attending the Trinity Life Ministry - 35th year celebration on 
Friday March 13th!  This was an amazing evening of prayer, worship and 
powerful testimonies!  We are supporting an awesome mission that provides 
a Christ – centered addiction curriculum!  Picture from the event held at St. 
Andrew UM Church with the men singing “He’s a Chain Breaker”   
 
Our son Alex was a little bummed about not being able to wear his St. 
Patrick’s Day green with school closed – so he was excited to wear it Sunday the 15th to his Sunday School!  
Picture of Alex and company in the green!  (side note:  my dad’s birthday is St. Pat’s day so we always send 
him a picture in green and wish him a happy b-day - although our descendants are from Germany – you’d 
think he’s Irish!)   
 
We did have wind damage to our flat, rubber roof on Tues. March 3rd over the south side, offices section of 
the church.  Insurance has approved a claim to help in our roof repair efforts.  This damage was not part of 
our original plan to repair the bell tower section that was in greater need of repair prior to this event!  So, the 
roof repairs have a new batting order as the other side has become 1st priority!  We like to keep busy… 
 
We just recently power scrubbed the kitchen floors and tile by the gym hallways.  We have also approved a 
quarterly carpet cleaning service plan to get our carpets caught up and on a schedule to hit all areas at least 
once a year.    
 
As we navigate through Coronavirus and virtual online services - we greatly appreciate everyone’s faithful 
giving.  We encourage you to make your offerings online at www.daytonumc.org by clicking on the “GIVE” 
link at the top of our webpage or a check in the mail is also appreciated at Dayton UM Church, PO Box 40, 
Dayton, IN 47941. 
 
We want each of you to know that we are here for you in whatever way possible. We are praying to see 
everyone in worship together and in person ASAP!    
 
Peace and blessings, 
Matt Bowers 
Business Manager 
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A LETTER FROM YOUR  

BUSINESS MANAGER  
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April 2020 

Explore the Meaning of Easter  

 

  

 

Understanding the deep meaning of 

biblical events is a vital part of our 

faith journey. And while children may 

not have the same understanding as 

adults, we can introduce them to 

concrete concepts and then guide 

them to understand more abstract 

levels of meaning. This progression 

from concrete to abstract thinking 

means your children will begin to 

understand events and symbols of 

the Bible on a deeper level. Begin by 

presenting Bible events, including 

Easter, in their entirety—and in age-

appropriate ways. 

Symbols and objects play a key role 

in some Bible accounts, such as the 

events of Holy Week. Determine 

which symbols kids understand and 

which are more difficult. Then keep 

these tips in mind. 

• Add relevance. Identify themes 

your kids have experience with, 

such as friendship, fear, or 

kindness. Then connect the Bible 

account to one of those themes. 

Stories that show how God works 

in kids’ lives will stick with them. 

• Be faithful to the Bible. Present 

God accurately and tell the whole 

story in an age-appropriate way. 

• Build “cognitive bridges.” Make 

connections by expanding on 

common experiences. For 

example, city kids may not relate to 

the image of sheep and a 

shepherd. Begin with the familiar—

pets kids have—and talk about 

how they love and care for them. 

Proceed to other animals and their 

keepers, and finally to the sheep 

and shepherd.  

POWERSOURCE 
ASK JESUS: 

1. To make biblical events and  

symbols meaningful to kids. 

2. To use Easter celebrations and 

Holy Week worship to  

strengthen family members’ 

faith. 

3. To guide your efforts as a   

spiritual role model. 

 

 

For complete  

article, please  

see website! 
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 Celebrate Jesus—and Faith 

Holy Week and Easter are ideal opportunities to use Christian symbols 

to share the Gospel. Remember that although children are wired to be         

spiritually curious, they reason concretely. Keep kids’ perspectives in 

mind and realize that their brains are continually developing. Faith 

growth is a  progression, not a leap, and children’s images of God  

expand as they struggle with life’s complexities. Accept immature  

perceptions for now, but challenge kids more as their ability to think  

abstractly develops. Try these activities to spark discussions about  

Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

“Palm” Parade Say: “In Bible times, 

people waved palm branches to 

show honor. Today we support 

people such as athletes by waving 

rally towels or signs.” Use fabric 

markers to decorate large cloth 

pieces for Easter week. Include 

words and pictures such as “Jesus 

is King!” and “He’s Risen!”     Re-

enact Palm Sunday by cheering for 

Jesus. Then display the fabric 

pieces as reminders of Jesus’ place 

of honor in your lives.  

Precious Preparation Read aloud 

Mark 14:3-9. Say: “Before Jesus 

died, this woman gave him a very 

special gift. We can give Jesus gifts 

from our heart, too.” Have family 

members take turns sharing things 

they can do to honor Jesus. As each 

person shares, spray perfume into 

the air or on the person. 

Given for You Celebrate Jesus’ last 

meal with his disciples—and his gift 

of Holy Communion. Share a loaf of 

bread, with each person tearing off 

a bit before passing it on. Read 

aloud Matthew 26:26-28. Say: “It 

might sound strange to eat Jesus’ 

body and drink his blood. What do 

you suppose the disciples thought at 

this supper with Jesus?” Share your 

church’s tradition of Communion or 

talk about what the special meal 

means to you. 

“I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me will have 

life, even after dying. Everyone who lives in me and believes in me 

will never ever die.”  —John 11:25-26 

 
Betrayed! Set out 30 dimes and 

let kids count them. Read aloud 

Matthew 26:14-16. Say: “Judas 

betrayed Jesus, or turned him in to 

soldiers, for about 120 days of 

wages.” Ask: “Was Jesus’ life on 

earth worth more than that silver? 

Why or why not? What’s the true 

value of Jesus’ life to our family?” 

Egg-stra Impact For kids who 

won’t swallow small items, fill 

plastic Easter eggs with symbols 

of Holy Week. Ideas include 

purple cloth, a thorn, a sponge, a 

nail, a rock, and so on. (For more, 

visit childrensministry.com/new-

resurrection-eggs/) Let kids handle 

the objects as you discuss Jesus’ 

journey to the cross. 

From Death to Life! Set three 

small cups in a row. Fill the two 

outside cups halfway with water. 

Add blue food coloring to one and 

yellow to the other. (Leave the 

center cup empty.) Say: “When 

Jesus died, people were sad and 

blue. But on Sunday, they were 

happy to see he was alive!” Fold 

two paper towels. Put one partway 

in the blue water and partway in 

the empty cup. Place the other 

partway in the yellow water and 

partway in the empty cup. Water 

will travel through the towels, filling 

the center cup with green water. 

Say: “Jesus rose to give us life!” 

TEACHABLE  
MOMENTS 

 

Wiped Clean 

Demonstrate how Jesus’ death on 

Good Friday wipes away our sins. 

You’ll need newspapers, baby wipes, a 

candle, matches, and a trash can. Sit in 

a circle around some newspapers. Say: 

These newspapers represent sin, or 

ways we disobey God. Grab some 

and rub the ink on your hands. 

Read aloud 1 John 1:9. Say: Just as 

the ink stains our hands, our sins 

leave dirty stains on our hearts. 

Give each family member a baby wipe. 

Dim the lights and light the candle. 

Say: Jesus came into a dark, sinful 

world to be our light. Because Jesus 

died for us, we are forgiven and can 

live in his light forever! As you focus 

your eyes on the light, Jesus, clean 

your hands with the wipe. Then drop 

it into the trash can to remind you 

that when Jesus erases your sins, 

they’re gone for good. 

Close in prayer, thanking Jesus for 

being a light in our dark world and for 

dying on the cross for our sins. 

https://childrensministry.com/new-resurrection-eggs/
https://childrensministry.com/new-resurrection-eggs/
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COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS 

Wow!  You did it in a big way!  This congregation’s recent collection included: 
134 pairs of socks, 70 hats, 40 pairs of gloves, 5 bags of marbles, 43 Matchbox cars, 27 dolls, 28 LEGO boxes 
and 3 pairs of flip flops.   
 
If you missed dropping off your items, just bring them to the office. 
 
Many items are needed to completely fill our shoeboxes. Another collection will be made in June and  
September.  
In June, items being collected are: t-shirts size 4, 8, and 14, flip flops, toothbrushes, hair brushes, washcloths, 
and bar soap.  
In September, items collected are: underwear in sizes 4, 8, and 14, crew socks, pencils, erasers, 24 count  
crayons, school scissors, small solar calculators, and small toys, games or crafts. 
 
Remember the shoeboxes are for children 2-14 years old. Please no military motifs or toys.  Liquids, gels, or 
pastes are allowed in the boxes.  The boxes are 7” X 11” so small items are needed to fit into the box with 
room for other goodies. 
 
Let’s continue this great outpouring of love to needy children around the world by providing enough to fill 
another 125 or more shoeboxes this year. 
 
Donna Roop 

Scholarships are available to faithful attendees. Download the application from the church website or call the 
church office if you would like one mailed to you. 

Overhaul is meeting virtually on Sunday Nights! 
Join us each Sunday evening beginning at 5:30 PM. 
We will be using ZOOM, a video conferencing software you can download on to any 
electronic device.  It is free and easy to use. 
Your small group leader will be reaching out to you with details and provide the 
meeting ID number. 
If you are a student (or know of a student who wants to join us) send an email to 
kent.mindy.stader@gmail.com with your name and phone number and I'll make 
sure to get you on board. 
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AmazonSmile is a simple way for you to support Dayton UM Church every time you shop, at no cost to you. 
When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient 
shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added benefit that Amazon will donate 0.5% of your eligible 
purchases to our church. The following link will take you directly to DUMC's page at smile.amazon.com  
 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/35-2078705  

Sometimes the things we enjoy doing for ourselves; hobbies, habits, outreach and volunteering, being a good 
neighbor, have an impact on others that we may never know, at least in this life. But perhaps our Lord uses 
our enjoyments to reach others and draw them closer to Him. I think this may be true in the hobbies and 
craftsmanship of our friend Jim Richard. Jim made each of these cars for a specific purpose - to give them 
away! And as the picture displays, they are making an impact. I was blessed to share of my friend Jim and his 
desire to love others through his gift of wood working. This kids were overjoyed!!!  
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ADDRESS  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

8:00 AM     |   Sundays 

Traditional Worship Service 

9:30 AM     |   Sundays 

Contemporary Worship Service 

11:00 AM   |   Sundays 

Contemporary Worship Service 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 

(765) 296-3155  
Fax: (765) 296-3117 
E-mail: dumc@daytonumc.org 
www.daytonumc.org 

DON’T THROW ME AWAY! If you don’t read our newsletter, please let us know.  It costs money and time to print the newsletter, keep the mailing list updated, and prepare the newsletter 

for mailing.  So PLEASE drop us a note or call us at 296-3155 and we will remove your name from the list.   Thank You so much! 


