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Dear Friends, 
 
Can it really be August already? School begins. As I write this, the school systems in our area have announced 
they will be open for students in person, but the recommendations around COVID-19 change about every 15 
minutes, so by the first day of school, distance learning may be in effect. Like so many other things during 
this pandemic, all we can do is watch and wait and pray and respond when the next thing happens. 
 
Even though overall I believe I’m a patient person, I’m not so good at waiting and doing nothing. Like most of 
us (all of us?) I don’t really like it when things are out of my control, and I have to respond rather than plan 
ahead. I have come to understand there is a deep, gut issue in my life about Christ’s Lordship.  
 
It feels unsafe and uncomfortable when I am not in control of what is taking place in my life. And the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ means I give Him permission to be in control. With anyone but Jesus, that would be 
too scary to contemplate. Even though I trust Him, sometimes Jesus has to almost pry my fingers off the 
controls of my life so He can have Lordship. My, oh my, it can be a challenge. 
 
When it is most difficult to wait, I need to remember what Moses told the Israelites when they were trapped 
between Pharaoh’s army and the Red Sea and there was nothing they could do to save themselves: Moses 
answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the Lord will bring you 
today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be 
still.” (Exodus 14:13-14 NIV) 
 
The Lord will fight for you. Stand firm and see the deliverance the Lord will bring you today. That’s good 
advice for us take-the-bull-by-the-horn American Christians. Wait for the Lord. Don’t run ahead of Him and 
don’t lag behind Him. In His timing, He will act, and freedom will come. Healing will come. Deliverance will 
come. 
 
In this uncomfortable time of unrest in our nation and the nagging COVID-19 pandemic, let’s stand firm in 
Jesus and see the deliverance the Lord has for us! Come, Lord Jesus. Come! 
 
       All for Jesus, 
       Pastor Mike 

A LETTER FROM YOUR  

L E A D  P A S T O R  



Hello Again DUMC Family, 
 
I know this is a busy time for many getting ready for back to school!   
Even if you don’t have school-age children, you probably know folks that  
do or know several that work for our local schools and Purdue University!   
 
Included is a picture of a new touch-free hand sanitizer station for your 
convenience in the entryway.  We pray everyone is healthy and safe.  We pray  
for healing and speedy recovery for those fighting illness.  Thanks again for 
everyone’s support, donations and service as we strive to make our church as 
safe as possible.   
 
Updates / current needs around the building:  

• We do have one AC unit down that will need replaced – estimates coming for our trustees. 
• Several contractors are very busy, and we are still looking for additional children’s ministry bathroom 

update estimates (new vanities, mirrors, stall dividers, flooring). 
• Pastor Mike’s parsonage needs roof repair/replacement – estimates coming in for our trustees.  
• Looking to repair the trailer for mission trips to help with all the luggage – roof repair of the trailer, 

reseal, running lights working properly, etc. 
• Finishing up the classrooms around the gym for the Classical Conversations Christian home school 

community starting in August.  Their mission is “To know God and make Him known”  
 
Big thank you again to our mowing volunteer crew!!  Their help is much appreciated!!   
 
Did you know?  Did you know that Brandy is available for our church members to help with Christian 
Counseling?  She is!!  Just contact our church office at 765-296-3155 and schedule an appointment with her.  
We are living in some difficult times, and it can be stressful!  Please don’t hesitate to pick up the phone or 
stop by our office.  We’re here to help.  We also support Wellspring counseling center of greater Lafayette.  
Their purpose is to provide Christian counseling that applies biblical truth that is personally applicable and 
psychologically sound.  Website is www.wellspringcenter.net  
 
We continue to be blessed by offerings, and we support others through the benevolence fund!  We 
appreciate the opportunity to help others with rent and utility bills when faced by tough times.  Thank you 
for making this possible!  
 
Have a great August! 
 
Peace and Blessings, 
Matt Bowers 
Business Manager 
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August 2020 

 

In today’s society, happiness is often 
associated with external circum-
stances, possessions, and wealth. 
The Bible, however, teaches that 
happiness is more of an internal con-
dition—and that it results from God’s 
blessing, love, and grace.  

Studies show that spirituality is a key 
factor in children’s happiness, even 
more so than it is for adults. Re-
searcher Mark Holder found that 
spirituality accounts for up to 16% of 
children’s happiness, more than 
three times the typical number for 
grownups. “It’s a whopping big 
effect,” he says, admitting that he’d 
assumed children’s spirituality 
“would be too immature to account 
for their well-being.” 

Jesus doesn’t promise his followers 
they’ll be happy, but he does give us  

POWERSOURCE 
ASK JESUS: 

1. To help your children 
find true joy in their  
Savior, Jesus. 

2. To work through your 
family members to  
share the joy of Jesus 
with others. 

3. To remind you about  
the difference between 
earthly happiness and 
eternal joy. 

See daytonumc.org 

page for complete  

article 

Beyond Happy: Finding Joy in God  

many reasons to be joyful—even 
when earthly life is filled with chal-
lenges and trials. Scripture reminds 
us to always rejoice, or “be full of joy 
in the Lord” (Philippians 4:4). 

“Joy,” not happiness, is listed as a 
fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23), 
and true joy comes from being 
friends with Jesus. Believing in a Sav-
ior who offers forgiveness and eter-
nal life leads to inner joy and peace, 
as well as “outer joy” that’s evident 
to others. Living in a joy-filled way, 
no matter what we’re facing, is a 
powerful witness to other people—
especially to those who don’t yet 
know Jesus. 

Read on to learn more about culti-
vating joy among your family mem-
bers. 
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Attitudes are contagious, as most parents know. A negative attitude can 
cast a cloud over an entire family. For children, negativity may be a way to 
seek love and attention. Instead of excluding or punishing a child with a 
sour attitude, show God’s love through your actions and words (including 
prayer). Immediately stop any negative comments and put-downs before 
things escalate, but correct children in private if possible. Praise children’s 
efforts to overcome a negative attitude. Most of all, let kids know that Je-
sus loves them unconditionally—and that true joy comes only from him. 

“The joy of the Lord is your strength.” 
 —Nehemiah 8:10 

Spread the Joy Have family mem-
bers stand in a line behind you. Say: 
“I’ll turn around and show a happy 
or silly face to the next person, who 
then turns around and imitates it to 
the next person, and so on. When 
the face reaches the back of the line, 
that person runs to the front and 
makes a new face to spread.” After 
everyone gets a turn, read aloud Isai-
ah 49:13a. Talk about why you love 
God and how he gives you smiles of 
joy. 
Restoring Our Joy Give family mem-
bers two minutes to each shape a 
lump of clay into a “joy crusher,” or 
something that gets in the way of 
their happiness. When time’s up, 
share your creations. Read aloud 
James 1:2-4 and discuss how we can 
be joyful during troubles—and why. 
Then read John 15:11 and discuss 
how Jesus and his love bring us joy. 
Without a time limit, reshape the joy 
crushers into actions or attitudes 
that can restore our joy. 
Rejoice Race Form a circle of chairs, 
with one less chair than the number 
of family members. Have everyone 
else sit while you stand and be It. 
Explain that It will point to someone 
and say, “Rejoice in the Lord!” That 
person must give a reason to rejoice 
(or be thankful) before It counts to 
10.  

Attitude Check 

Hold up a basketball and say: Pre-
tend this is you in a really bad 
mood. Hold up a tennis ball and 
say: Pretend this is a friend who’s 
in a fine mood. But then your 
friend hangs around you. 

Hold the tennis ball on top of the 
basketball, putting one hand under 
the basketball and the other hand 
on top of the tennis ball. Release 
them at the same time. (The tennis 
ball should bounce off the basket-
ball and fly up.) 

Ask: How is this like what happens 
when you spread a good or bad 
mood? Say: Energy, like our atti-
tude, can be transferred. Ask: 
When you have a good attitude, 
what happens to others around 
you? Tell about a time you were a 
positive influence on someone—or 
on an entire group. 

Read aloud 1 Thessalonians 5:16. 
Say: The Bible tells us to always be 
joyful. That’s part of living for and 
serving Jesus. With a joyful atti-
tude, we have a good influence on 
other people. Close in prayer. 

 TEACHABLE  
MOMENTS 

Rejoice in the Lord Always 

If they can’t, they become the new 
It. If It says, “Everyone rejoice in the 
Lord!” all players (including It) must 
stand and find a new seat. The per-
son left standing is the new It. After 
playing, read 1 Thessalonians 5:16-
18 and discuss why it’s important to 
give thanks joyfully. 
Smile-o-Meters Use Fruit by the 
Foot snacks or tape-shaped bubble 
gum to measure one another’s big-
gest smiles. Then place all the 
“smiles” on a clean table. Read Job 
8:21. Ask: “What makes you happy 
or joyful? How big do you think God 
smiles when he thinks of you?” Un-
roll a long smile for God and enjoy 
the treats. 
Don’t Steal My Joy! Blindfold one 
person sitting at a table by three 
beanbags of “joy.” Other family 
members should take turns trying to 
sneak up and steal the joy. The 
blindfolded person must listen care-
fully, then point and yell, “Stop 
thief!” Give everyone a turn. Then 
read John 10:10 and ask: “In real life, 
what are some things that steal our 
joy (for example, worry, anger, jeal-
ousy, fear, lack of sleep)? How does 
Jesus give us joy that can never be 
taken away from us?” Read John 
15:9-11. Say: “When we remember 
that Jesus loves us and we obey him, 
joy stays inside us!” 
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Hello! 
 
Our Camp Lakewood Mission Camp is SO CLOSE! We are excited for this opportunity and for all God has 
planned for this week. We will be seeking to complete 2 big projects; building a treehouse in one of the cabin 
areas and a new fire seating area, along with some other cleaning, and sprucing projects around the camp. 
Please be praying for our time to be efficient, but more importantly that God uses this week to speak to the 
students and that our work will be a blessing for the future ministry at Camp Lakewood.  
 
Over the last few weeks at Youth Group, we have been having some conversations around “community”. 
What is it? What does it mean to be part of one? What does a healthy community look like? How can we  
glorify God in our communities? I believe this is such an important topic in our very partisan world today. It is 
easy to seek out those who look like, think like, or hold the same views we do. But community is much  
bigger. The community experience is one that seeks unity, purpose, and selfless thinking. Jesus gave us an 
amazing example of community with the group of disciples that traveled and ministered with Him. From 
scripture, we see that this group definitely didn’t think the same, come from the same background, or have 
the same goals in life; yet Jesus taught them that the healthiest community is found when our hearts and 
minds are set on serving and glorifying God. When are minds are set on loving God with our whole heart, we 
find that this love is expressed through loving and serving those around us. This type of loving and selfless 
approach is God’s design what healthy and thriving communities are supposed to look like. However, this is 
not always easy. We don’t always execute this call well. We find ourselves judging, ignoring, or belittling 
those we find ourselves in community with. Healthy communities take time, intentionality, and lots of grace. 
We are excited to continue to look into God’s Word and see what it means to seek and participate in a 
healthy community and how we can serve and glorify God through it.  
 
In Christ,  
Pastor Caleb 
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PRAYER MEETING FOR OUR NATION 

Coming this fall, Dayton UMC is excited to present a new study for men called the Conquer Series.  Let's face 
it men, the elephant in the room is purity and our struggle with it.  We are in a sex-saturated culture.  Temp-
tation is not just out there somewhere: It is in our pocket on our smartphones.  Everything in our culture is 
against us. Statistics tell us that 68% of men in the church in America are involved in pornography.  We are all 
struggling. It is time for us to stand together with the very power that raised Jesus from the dead and  
declare we are going to be the men, husbands, fathers, and leaders that God is calling us to be.  I (Pastor Eric) 
am asking every man to join me in this class.  If this is not a struggle for you, you can come and share how 
Jesus has given you victory.  Details for when this class will start are dependent upon COVID.  However, I am 
planning on starting this beginning Thursdays in September.  Don't shy away from this.  Don't let shame keep 
you away.  Let us rise up together as an army of purity for ourselves, our family, our church, and our world! 

SPHERE OF INFLUENCE 
Each of us has a group of people that we encounter that is unique to us.  Our neighbors, co-workers, school 
staff, family, medical personnel, retail workers, etc.  Everywhere we go we encounter people.  Our specific 
people we run into are in our "Sphere of Influence."  There are some in our sphere that we have more of a 
relationship with than others.  As we go through our week, I want to encourage each of us to think about 
these people we encounter on a regular basis. Ask God to begin to help you to see all of those around you 
through His eyes. Begin to pray for them.  Ask them how you can pray for them.  Pray for opportunities to 
share the love of Jesus with them and to share your faith story.  Begin to invite them to church events and 
church services.  78% of unchurched people say they would listen to someone share about their belief in  
Jesus.  47% of the unchurched might be interested in attending church if they were asked by a friend.   
 
My friends, I know that our culture is changing.  I know things may feel very discouraging for the church in 
America.  However, people are still open to hearing about Jesus.  People are still open to attending church if 
invited.  A major problem is the vast majority of people that attend church have never asked someone to 
come to church with them (70%).  What would happen if we would ask God to use us in our sphere of  
influence?  What would happen if we ask God to help us see others as He sees them?  Let's find out!    

Mark your calendar! Pastor Mike will lead a “Prayer Meeting for our Nation” following the guide from  
Intercessors for America on Friday, August 7, from 6:30 to 7:30 pm in the sanctuary. 
 
We will also livestream this so folks who do not come to the sanctuary to pray can participate. It will be a 
simple and hopefully deep/intense prayer time for our nation. 
 
People will be invited to continue to pray regularly for our nation, using the provided guide as a starter for 
praying for healing and awakening in our nation. We will print the guide, including more specifics (like the 
names of the leaders we are praying for at the national, state and local levels).  
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Traditional Worship Service 
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 

(765) 296-3155  
Fax: (765) 296-3117 
E-mail: dumc@daytonumc.org 
www.daytonumc.org 

DON’T THROW ME AWAY! If you don’t read our newsletter, please let us know.  It costs money and time to print the newsletter, keep the mailing list updated, and prepare  

the newsletter for mailing.  So PLEASE drop us a note or call us at 296-3155 and we will remove your name from the list.   Thank You so much! 


