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MEET THE DUMC TEAM 

For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to 

prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 

Jeremiah 29:11  
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Dear friends, 
 
So how are you handling the Stay at Home order?  
 
Some of us are in essential jobs and are going in to work like normal, exposing ourselves and our families to 
potential infection because we must interact with the public. Perhaps you are working long hours and are 
constantly concerned about either getting or spreading COVID-19 to your family. Some of us are working 
from home, and not nearly as exposed as those who are going to work at the hospital, grocery, carry-out 
restaurant, or wherever.  
 
Some of us are furloughed or have outright lost our job because our workplace has been shut down. Our 
income is drastically reduced, and that tension is the biggest thing to deal with as the weeks of quarantine 
drag on. 
 
Some of us are dealing with school aged children being home 24/7, needing to do e-learning, needing meals 
and attention, eating more food than normal and so on. While we love them and we are grateful for the gift 
of more time with them, we are also stretched beyond measure and worried about their safety and 
wellbeing. 
 
Some of us are enjoying a slower pace and time to ourselves. Some of us are chomping at the bit to get back 
to people and work and shopping and entertainment beyond our homes. Some of us are spending more time 
in prayer than ever. Some of us are spending more time with Netflix than ever. 
 
I miss you all. I love you all. I pray for God to provide and encourage you all. I look forward to the day when 
we can worship together in person again. I look forward to the day when our full ministries (like Food Truck 
and Kid’s Hope USA) can be restored. I look forward to the time when we can study and serve shoulder to 
shoulder again.  
 
In the meantime, I hope you will take the gift of the slower pace and additional time of the quarantine as an 
opportunity to draw closer to Jesus and recommit to the things in life that are really essential and truly 
precious. I pray you will find God to be your provision and protection. And I hope the new normal is better 
than the old normal was in whatever ways God calls us to grow and change. Because I am pretty sure when 
social distancing restrictions are relaxed and eventually dropped, things will never return to “normal” as it 
was before. That remains to be seen. 
 
Hang on to this: None of this has surprised our glorious God. He is with us. He’s got this, and He’s got you. 
And that means the world! 
 
      All for Jesus, 
      Pastor Mike 

A LETTER FROM YOUR  

L E A D  P A S T O R  



Hello Church Family! 
 
We are blessed and thankful every day for all of you!   
 
Our ministry is in action.  I had the privilege of signing several checks 
that are going out to our GIC mission partners this month at close to 
$5,000 - all because of the faithful giving of our congregation!  
Donations go out every month, but this month our missions 
committee was able to do a little extra for those in need where their 
budget allowed.  It’s awesome to see God’s love at work!  We have 
also been blessed with a generous benevolence fund offering.  We 
are here to help.  The office may be closed but our phones and emails 
are monitored and calls and notes are returned.  Please be sure to let 
others know that we are here to help with a utility bill or in other 
ways to support those in our community and our church family.   
 
2020 Seniors:  You are not forgotten – you may be skipping school 
now but fall will be here before you know it!  Be sure to apply for our 
college scholarships by May 18th.  Some colleges will match our 
scholarship, and we want to get those in for you!   
 
Special thank you to Marietta Hatke!  She painted a beautiful tree in 
one of our children’s ministry rooms by the gym. 
 
Fresh air is good!  Alex was social distancing with the fish for a while, 
he was patient and then got his first little bass for the season.   
 
Everyone take care and stay healthy.      
 
Peace and Blessings,   
 
Matt Bowers 
Business Manager 
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A LETTER FROM YOUR  

BUSINESS MANAGER  
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May 2020 

Turn to God in Uncertain Times   

On earth, everyone faces seasons of 

trial, suffering, and unwelcome 

change. This spring, however, all of 

us are facing unprecedented levels of 

disruption, uncertainty, and fear—all 

at the same time. 

The COVID-19 coronavirus 

pandemic—and the shutdowns and 

isolation it’s causing—have forced 

families, schools, churches, and 

entire communities to make and 

adapt to changes in all aspects of 

daily life. The good news is that God 

remains steady and steadfast, ready 

to walk with us through what’s being 

called “uncharted waters.” 

Children have specific needs during 

uncertain times, whether that’s an 

emergency, illness, or family crisis 

such as divorce or job loss. Even 

positive changes such as a planned  

move or a new sibling can disrupt 

schedules and affect relationships. 

Though you can’t control everything 

that happens to your family, you can 

minimize the impact of uncertainties. 

Make sure children have consistent 

relationships, which offer 

reassurance and familiarity. Model 

God’s positive qualities of 

unconditional love and acceptance. 

Keep the same schedules and rules, 

as much as possible, to help kids 

feel safe. When new situations 

arise, tell children beforehand what 

to expect. Finally, encourage family 

members to share their thoughts 

and feelings about what’s 

happening. 

Read on for activities that convey 

important messages for uncertain 

times. 

POWERSOURCE 
ASK JESUS: 

1. To protect your family members 

physically, emotionally, and spir-

itually during uncertain times. 

2. To help you see evidence of 

goodness and kindness—and to 

be that evidence for others. 

3. For renewed faith and strength 

through life’s trials. 

See daytonumc.org 

page for complete  

article 
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 Remember: God’s in Control! 

During uncertain times, adults need to take care of their own bodies, 

minds, and souls, too. When parents are struggling, children notice—and 

often feel more anxious as a result. Remember these tips to give every-

one a BREAK: 

Be an example. Try to handle stress in a God-pleasing manner. 

Relate. Spend time with kids, share a hobby, listen, and cheer them on. 

Educate yourself. Find out what stressors your children are facing. 

Ask questions. These help you understand needs and express care. 

Keep praying! Ask Jesus to work in kids’ lives, especially amid trials. 

Overflowing Oil Toss paper wads 

(represents oil) around a room. Give 

each person a bag and say: “You 

have a minute to collect as much 

‘oil’ as you can. Go!” Toss out more 

wads, as needed, before calling 

time. Read aloud 2 Kings 4:1-7. 

Ask: “What was it like trying to fill up 

your ‘oil jar’? How did it feel to get 

lots of oil? In what ways would you 

like God to bless you—and us?” 

Say: “When we’re worried and tell 

God what we need, we can trust 

him to provide. At times, God gives 

us even more than we expect!” 

Create a Smile File Stress is 

exhausting and removes our focus 

from life’s many joys. Make a file, 

box, or journal where people can 

put pictures or notes about God’s 

blessings. Then review it together 

when your family feels discouraged 

or overwhelmed. 

God Seeks and Saves With 

younger children, unwind by playing 

a fun game of Hide and Seek as a 

family. Then talk about how God 

always comes looking for us and 

always watches over us. 

Jesus Calms Our Fears Tape an 

outline of a boat on the floor and fill 

it with blue streamers or yarn 

pieces. Have family members sit in 

the “boat.” Read aloud Mark 4:35-

41. Then say: “These streamers are 

water, and you need to toss them  

“This is my command—be strong and courageous!  
Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your God is 

with you wherever you go.” 
—Joshua 1:9 

 

out so you don’t sink!” As you 

stand nearby, make wind sounds 

and throw streamers back in. 

Afterward, ask: “How did you try to 

keep your ‘boat’ from sinking? 

Why can storms be scary? What 

other troubles might we need 

Jesus’ help with?” Say: “Jesus’ 

disciples were afraid of sinking. 

They needed help, so Jesus 

spoke to the sea and made it 

calm. We can call on Jesus when 

we’re afraid, and he’ll calm our 

fears.” 

Lick Life’s Problems When life 

gets messy, spend one-on-one 

time with each child. If possible, 

go on a simple outing, such as to 

get ice cream, and let the child 

share what’s on his or her mind. 

Then come up with ways you can 

stick together and face problems. 

God Protects Daniel Adapt the 

swimming-pool game Mr. Shark 

for Daniel 6. Read that chapter 

aloud and choose a Daniel. He or 

she faces a wall, and others, the 

Lions, creep up and try to touch 

Daniel. If Daniel hears a noise, he 

turns and points at the Lion, who 

returns to the starting point while 

everyone shouts, “God protects 

Daniel!” If a Lion touches Daniel, 

have them hug and say, “God 

protects me!” Afterward, discuss 

the ways God keeps us safe. 

TEACHABLE  
MOMENTS 

 

Our Powerful Protector 

Say: The Israelites, God’s special 

people, were slaves in Egypt. The 

king, or Pharaoh, had worked the 

people so hard, they were tired. God 

told Moses to tell Pharaoh, “Let my 

people go!” Moses went 10 times, 

but Pharaoh refused. Each time, 

God sent a plague—something 

horrible—to Egypt. But God kept the 

Israelites safe from these plagues! 

Re-enact the first nine plagues: 

1. Blood—Put food coloring in water. 

2. Frogs—Hop around the room. 

3. Gnats—Make buzzing sounds. 

4. Flies—Zoom around the room. 

5. Sick livestock—Moo and moan on 

the floor, with limbs sticking up 

6. Boils—Put red dots on your skin 

with washable marker.  

7. Hail—Throw paper wads around. 

8. Locusts—Nibble green snacks. 

9. Darkness—Turn off all the lights. 

After each plague, shout: Let my 

people go! Close by praying: Thank 

you, God, for protecting us during 

tough and scary times. Amen. 
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NOTEWORTHY ITEMS 

WORSHIP AT DAYTON UM CHURCH 

ZOOM-VIDEO COMMUNICATION 
The church wants to equip you to still be able to have your small group support structure in place even while 
we are under a stay at home order. We are doing this through a program called ZOOM. It is easy to use.  
Anyone with a computer or smartphone can use this. All you need is an email address and you can get  
started. This includes groups that are already arranged (Thursday, Sunday, etc.) and new groups that want/
need to come together. Email Pastor Eric at eric.schneider@daytonumc.org and he can get you using ZOOM 
in a matter of minutes. Try it today!  

As many of you are already know (and doing), we are worshipping livestream for now. We livestream the tra-
ditional, 8:00 service, and the contemporary, 9:30 service. If you want to worship at 11:00 (or any other 
time), you can view either video of the livestream which will remain on the Dayton Facebook page. The Gov-
ernor's "Stay at Home" order allows churches to gather a few people to make livestream worship happen, so 
we expect to continue the format of live musicians leading worship.  
  
The livestream is going out via Facebook live. For those who have and use Facebook, simply like the Dayton 
UM Church page and tune in. For those who have Internet but do not use Facebook, we have good news! 
You do not have to have a Facebook account to watch the livestream via Facebook Live. 
  
A link to the Dayton Facebook page (www.facebook.com/daytonumchurch) is posted on the church web site 
(www.daytonumc.org). This link will take you to the page to watch the livestream, even if you do not have a 
Facebook account. You will likely get an opening invitation to create a Facebook account, which you simply 
decline. You will see a message on the page saying that Dayton UMC is live. Click on that message, and it will 
open the livestream. 
  
We have put up a Worship Resources page on the church web site that will have a simplified bulletin, lyrics to 
the songs being sung (so you can sing along and not just watch), the note-taking outline for the sermon, etc. 
You should be able to print out the lyrics and note-taking outline to have them at hand while you worship 
through the livestream. 
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NOTEWORTHY ITEMS 

SUMMER CAMP 

A TIME TO GROW 

THANK YOU 
Thank you for the donation of Gideon Bibles in Mom’s memory. It is wonderful knowing that she will  
continue to spread God’s word through this donation.  

Ned & Brenda Dickerson and the Wilma Wire Family 
 
You are in our prayers during this uncertain time that is impacting the world. Thank you for impacting 105 
nations for Jesus last year! We are so grateful for you! Be encouraged by these wonderful promises from the 
Lord: Deuteronomy 31:8, Matthew 16:33, Isaiah 43:1-2, Psalms 27:1.  

Joy & Wes Griffin, ILI 

I know that this season has been unlike any other we have ever experienced in our lifetime.  For some, it has 
been a time of great anxiety about health, jobs, and finances.  For others it has been a time of stress as we 
work from home, homeschool our children, and try to live in a virtual world with limited computers.  No 
matter where you find yourself in the middle of this unique time, I want to encourage you not to miss out.   
 
God knew that all of this was going to happen in our lives.  It did not surprise Him.  I believe that God wants 
to use this time in each of our lives to help us to draw closer to Him.  Don't miss it!  If you have more time 
than normal on your hands, use it to dive into God's Word, spend time in prayer, watch a study on RightNow 
Media, jump into a "virtual" small group on Zoom.  There are so many ways that you can use this time to 
deepen your faith and your relationships with your family.  Don't miss it!  It would be a great tragedy if we 
get to the end of this crisis, look back, and realize that we did not allow God to change us in this time.   Will 
you seek Him and all that He wants to do in and through you now!  Please, feel free to contact Pastor Eric at 
eric.schneider@daytonumc.org for help in growing deeper in your faith during this time. 

As of right now, Summer Camp is still going to happen. Go ahead and get registered. If cancellation is  
necessary, there will be 100% refund up to seven days prior to camp start date. 
 
Middle School (6th—8th) Camp Adventure - June 7-12  
Elementary (K—6th) Camp Lakewood - June 21-24  
High School (9th—12th) That Thing - July 5-10  
  
You can visit Impact2818.org/camps for more information, or contact Kent Stader at  
students2camp@gmail.com for questions concerning any of these camps.   
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ADDRESS  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

8:00 AM     |   Sundays 

Traditional Worship Service 

9:30 AM     |   Sundays 

Contemporary Worship Service 

11:00 AM   |   Sundays 

Contemporary Worship Service 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 

(765) 296-3155  
Fax: (765) 296-3117 
E-mail: dumc@daytonumc.org 
www.daytonumc.org 

DON’T THROW ME AWAY! If you don’t read our newsletter, please let us know.  It costs money and time to print the newsletter, keep the mailing list updated, and prepare the newsletter 

for mailing.  So PLEASE drop us a note or call us at 296-3155 and we will remove your name from the list.   Thank You so much! 


