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A LETTER FROM YOUR  
L E A D  P A S T O R  

Dear Friends, 
 

God is up to something here at Dayton UM Church! 
 

I see it in our worship attendance. In 2020, average attendance in the 10 weeks of January,  
February and the first two weeks of March (before we shut down for Covid) was 377. Average  
in-person per Sunday the past two months – August and September, 2021 – was 385. And added 
to that is an average of 160 per Sunday worshiping online! God has actually grown our  
congregation during the pandemic. We have seen people making commitments to Christ in  
worship, and in August we baptized 19! Yes, God is up to something! 
 

I see it in our finances. We ended 2019 with $74,984 in our General Operating Fund. We ended 
September, 2021, (after 18 months of the pandemic) with $103,632 in the General Fund. In the 
meantime, we added a Worship Pastor, an Associate Pastor and a Single Moms Ministry Director to 
our staff. I see God’s hand in the faithfulness and generosity of this amazing congregation! 
 

Speaking of generosity, I see it in our support of Missions! In 2019-2020 our giving for missions 
through the Global Impact Celebration Faith Promises was $63,521 – totally outside and in addition 
to our regular giving to the church’s General Fund! In 2020-2021, that total was $55,213, which is 
still substantial. Faith Promises last month at our 2021 GIC totaled $98,062. That’s nearly double 
last year! And in addition to these Faith Promises, we typically receive about $35,000 in our  
Christmas Eve offering for missions! God is really up to something, isn’t He? 
 

More important than attendance and giving, I see it in the vitality of our ministries. In August and 
September we have averaged 51 in Sunday morning Children’s Ministry. Our Overhaul youth group 
has averaged 50 on Sunday nights, 22 on Sunday mornings and 20 at the Midweek Meet-up on 
Wednesdays for the same period. By God’s grace, we are planning to restart Impact Sports Ministry 
this fall and winter. We have launched a new partnership with the Living Stone Homeschool  
Academy that meets in our building and welcomes involvement from our church in ministering to 
the families involved. And we are launching SOBA (Sick Of Being Alone) – a new ministry to single 
moms and their children, beginning December 1. We’re not just surviving, we’re thriving as God 
continues to work among us and through us! 
 

Yes, God is up to something here at Dayton UM Church. As Thanksgiving approaches, I thank God 
for what He is doing, and I thank God for you – for your part in giving, serving, loving and  
sacrificing for all of it to make an eternal difference in each other’s lives, and in the lives impacted 
beyond the walls of our church. 
 

     Happy Thanksgiving to you! 
      Pastor Mike 
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A LETTER FROM YOUR  
B U S I N E S S  M A N A G E R  

Greetings Church, 
 
A New Season!   
 
Fall is officially underway and we’re gearing up for Thanksgiving and Christmas!   
 
I will also be changing gears around our church to be more of a volunteer and stepping away as 
business manager.  I’ve been extremely blessed to serve with our team for the past 2 years!  
 
Pastor Ryan will be overseeing the building and financial duties as he has in the past.  GOD has 
plans for us to serve in different roles and in different seasons.   
 
We are blessed by faithful giving and we have been blessed by being faithful stewards of our  
resources.  It’s important to continue those efforts by being efficient with our resources and talents.   
 
I’m thankful for the opportunity to serve as your business manager.  To serve behind the scenes 
with our team has been a blessing!  I can say with first-hand knowledge, that your Pastors and entire 
staff here at Dayton UM Church are a bunch of prayer warriors that care deeply about each and 
every person in our congregation!  I’ve seen it, and been a part of it.  Julie, Brandy and Kathy do a 
fantastic job taking care of our day to day functions to carry on the operations, communication, 
prayer requests and financial responsibilities of our church.   
 
Matt’s didn’t get fired!  Matt isn’t going anywhere!  Just continuing to help in volunteer roles. You’ll 
still see me at prayer and repair, serving on the trustee team and serving on the mission team.  I’m 
Happy to help where I can. 
 
Have a blessed November and Thanksgiving! 
 
Peace and Blessings,   
Matt Bowers 
Business Manager 



A LETTER FROM YOUR  
CHILDREN ’S DIRECTOR  
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Dear Church Family,  
 
As I write this letter, I am listening to the waves crash at the beach, I’ve been sitting here for a while 
now doing my devotions and drinking coffee. It is a spectacular morning! A time when things really 
come together. Reading about the majesty of Jesus, as I see the majesty of the ocean right in front 
of me. My devotion was on 2 Peter 1:16, where Peter talks about seeing the majesty of God!  
Majesty, or impressive, great, and sovereign. I could sit and ponder on this for the rest of the day.  
 
When I get back from vacation, it will be time to go into full on planning for all things Christmas! By 
the time you read this, even though it is only November, you will need a plan for Christmas, too!  
What a fun job I have! How can I keep the majesty of this moment alive as I step into this season of 
celebration, yet whirlwind of busyness?  I know the answer is to start with prayer, then the next step 
is to think of you. Yes you, my church family. I have the awesome privilege of working with you to 
help you and your family to keep the majesty of the Savior and the humility of His birth at the cen-
ter of the Christmas season. Here are some of the ways we can keep Jesus as the center:  
 

1. We will be doing the Manger Project once more on December 9th. If you missed it last year, 
you will want to be sure to participate. If your family participated last year, come and build a 
new manger for someone else, there will also be new activities with the manger. More  
information to come very soon! 

2. During the month of November, be watching for “Christmas Verses” to come home. Kids will 
have the opportunity to memorize scripture to be ready for the Christmas season. Each verse 
will have a ticket value to redeem at J-Mart!  

3. We will be following the adult worship schedule for the month of December, there will be 
conversation starters so that your family can have quality discussion each week.  

4. There will be an advent calendar with activities for your family at the check-in booth.  
5. Ask me for more ideas to be intentional about this most wonderful time of the year! 
 

Skipping over Thanksgiving in this letter is certainly not intentional! I love the season of Thanks! I 
love the one to whom we thank! I only wish to get a jump start on the busy season that we will all 
soon take part! The sooner we plan, the more intentional we can be! Happy Thanksgiving!  
 
In Christ,  
Theresa 



DaytonUMC  |  5 

On Thursday, September 16th, Phil Gabriel (Director of Trinity Life Ministry) spoke at Dayton United 
Methodist Church. What happened next? 
The Dayton Church donated 21 welcome baskets to help support the next new round of men that 
will come to Trinity!   
These baskets provide new residents with much needed bedding, pillows, towels, and more. One 
basket contains $50-$100 worth of personal items for these men. 
Wow. We are blown away by the generosity and love of God's people! Our deepest thanks to the 
men and women of Dayton United Methodist, who gave so sacrificially to the men God will be 
bringing to Trinity. We're praising God over here! 

Ghana, West Africa 
Glenn and Sue Meiser will once again be leading a team on this mission trip. The tentative dates 
are July 14-27, 2022. For more information contact Glenn at 765-427-0620  or  
gemeiser@yahoo.com. 
 
Guatemala, Central America 
Chris and Rachel Brandenburg will be leading a team on this mission trip. To learn more  
information and ask questions stop by the break room at the church (located off the lobby) on  
Sunday, November 7, between worship services. 

Several times a year we (DUMC servants) prepare, serve and clean up for the family ministry of  
Trinity Life Ministry. Four to five people are needed on each date. Currently we are in need of  
volunteers for December 13. The Mission Team will pay for the food. If you would like to serve with 
the Trinity Family Life Ministry meal, please contact Cathy Woodard at 765-409-4494 (call or text) or 
cmhinton4@gmail.com.  

We are beyond grateful for all your continual support of Narrow Gate! Thank you for staying faithful 
to us, and being a prime example of a place that shines Jesus. We love you all. 

Stacy & Bill, Abby, Madison, Weston, Daniel & the NG Students 
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The Senior Teens is being resurrected and will begin "third Friday" monthly lunches/fellowship. 
 
Senior Teens is an opportunity! An opportunity for people in our church to get together for  
fellowship and get to know one another. Usually we’ll share a meal, learn from one another or from 
a guest speaker, take an occasional road trip to explore, and maybe be entertained.  
 
“Senior” is a relative term because anyone is welcome but because we usually meet in the mid-day 
hour it ends up being Seniors that attend mostly.  
 
Consider joining us THIS Friday, October 15 at Country Café on Teal Road at 11:00am. If you would 
like more information you can contact Tom Mellady at 765-426-0996.  

DUMC has moved the Online Worship  
Experience from Facebook to  
daytonumc.online.church 
 
We will still be streaming to YouTube as normal.  
 
A link to daytonumc.online.church will be  
posted on our Facebook page as well as on our 
church website for the 8am and 9:30am worship  
services.  
 
This new platform allows us to have a better,  
more consistent livestream experience as well  
as some additional features that we are excited 
about such as private chat rooms for prayer  
requests.   
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A friendly reminder of a couple ways we can support Dayton Church by doing what you already do.  
 
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon that lets customers enjoy the same wide selection 
of products, low prices, and convenient shopping features as on Amazon.com. The difference is 
that when customers shop at AmazonSmile (smile. amazon.com), the AmazonSmile Foundation  
donates 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to Dayton UM Church. 
 
To use AmazonSmile, simply go to smile.amazon.com on your web browser or activate  
AmazonSmile in the Amazon Shopping app on your iOS or Android phone within the Settings or 
Programs & Features menu. On your web browser, you can add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com 
to make it even easier to return and start your shopping with AmazonSmile.  
 
You can use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, 
wedding or baby registry, and other account settings are also the same.  
 
ALSO 
 
Use your Kroger Plus Card and earn rewards for Dayton UM Church. All you have to do is shop 
online or at your local store and swipe your Plus Card and funds will be donated to our church at no 
added cost to you.  
 
Kroger Community Rewards program makes fund-raising easy.  Enroll your Plus Card online at  
kroger.com/communityrewards or call 1-800-KROGERS, option #3. Once you’ve successfully  
enrolled, our church will earn rewards on all eligible purchases you make using your Kroger Plus 
Card. Simply swipe your Kroger Plus Card and earn rewards.  
 
Once you link your Card to an organization, all you have to do is shop at Kroger and swipe your 
Shopper’s Card. Here’s how it works: 
1. Create a digital account. A digital account is needed to participate in Kroger Community  

Rewards. If you already have a digital account, simply link your Shopper’s Card to your account 
so that all transactions apply toward the organization you choose. 

 
2. Link your Card to an organization. Selecting the organization that you wish to support is as  

simple as updating the Kroger Community Rewards selection on your digital account. Sign in to 
your digital account, search for your organization here, enter the name of the organization you 
wish to support, select the appropriate organization from the list and click “Save”. 

 
Your selected organization will also display in the Kroger Community Rewards section of your  
account. If you need to review or revisit your organization, you can always do so under your  
Account details. 
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 

(765) 296-3155  
Fax: (765) 296-3117 
E-mail: dumc@daytonumc.org 
www.daytonumc.org 

DON’T THROW ME AWAY! If you don’t read our newsletter, please let us know.  It costs money and time to print the newsletter, keep the mailing list updated, and pre-
pare the newsletter for mailing.  So PLEASE drop us a note or call us at 296-3155 and we will remove your name from the list.   Thank You so much! 

8:00 AM     |   Sundays 
Traditional Worship Service 

9:30 AM     |   Sundays 
Contemporary Worship Service 

11:00 AM   |   Sundays 
Contemporary Worship Service 

We also livestream the  
8:00 & 9:30am services 


