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MEET THE DUMC TEAM 

“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! 

Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness 

and streams in the wasteland. 

Isaiah 43:18-19 
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Dear Friends, 
 
You may have heard through social media or the news that a plan has been negotiated and will be proposed to the 
General Conference of the United Methodist Church coming in May to end decades of contention and fighting over 
Biblical authority and human sexuality through a planned separation of the denomination into two or more successors.  
  
A professional mediator led a team of sixteen persons, representing the major groups in the UMC and the Council of 
Bishops to the agreed upon the Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation. You can read the Protocol by 
Googling “United Methodist Protocol Text” and following a link to the document. You can also learn more about it by 
reading the Frequently Asked Questions by Googling “United Methodist Protocol FAQ” and following a link there. 
  
Here are some key points in the Protocol: 
• Traditionalists who choose to do so may leave the UMC to create one or more new conservative denominations.  
• Congregations are granted a free and clear exit to that new denomination with all their assets (including the 

building) and liabilities (including any debt), and  with no additional fees paid to the Annual Conference.  
• An entire Central Conference, like Africa, can leave the UMC when they vote by 2/3 majority to do so.  
• US Annual Conferences can leave with a 57% majority vote and retain their property.  
• The Post-Separation UMC (PSUMC) will continue with all the agencies and assets of the UMC, minus a $25 million 

payout to over four years to the new Traditionalist Methodist denomination.  
• The PSUMC will reorganize into four global regions (US, Africa, Philippines, Europe), each with the power to amend 

large sections of the BOD. At that time, the US regional conference is expected to remove from their Book of 
Discipline all negative language regarding gay clergy and gay marriage, fully embracing both, as well as defining 
marriage as the union to two persons. 

• The Protocol calls for charges filed against pastors or Bishops who are practicing gays or who perform gay 
weddings to be held in abeyance until convening of the first General Conference of the new PSUMC. 

• The Protocol has to be put in legislative form and sent to General Conference, which will make the final decision 
about all of it this May. Some details may be amended. We simply have to wait and see what happens. 

  
In the meantime, we at Dayton UMC will continue to make disciples of Jesus Christ. We will continue to help people 
Know Christ, Grow Faith and Go Witness. When the time comes, we will hold a Church Conference (with all Professing 
Members of Dayton UMC having vote) to make a decision about our future affiliation.  
  
On the one hand I am grieving for the division of the denomination I have served for my entire adult life. On the other 
hand I believe this separation is necessary so we can stop fighting with each other over the authority and teachings of 
Scripture, over competing visions of what Christian discipleship means, and over issues of human sexuality. 
  
Watch for announcement of a Town Hall meeting to unpack all this information and receive questions. And please 
keep praying for God to lead our church into His will and future. 
 
       Prayerfully, 
 
       Pastor Mike 

A LETTER FROM YOUR  

L E A D  P A S T O R  



Hello Dayton UMC Family, 
 
A few more positive stewardship updates for you this month: 
We received a very generous $10,000 memorial donation to go toward our church furnaces – we just 
installed two new roof top furnace & a/c units on January 14th and this donation will cover the cost!  God is 
good – all the time!   
 
LED lighting has been installed on all building exterior lights to save $ on energy!  Goal is to switch parking lot 
pole lights to LED also this year.   
 
Big personal thank you to Deke Jones for all his help setting up our 2020 QuickBooks file as we jump into our 
new accounting year!  Deke has spent many hours behind the scenes helping me get up to speed with our 
budgets, taxes, payroll, reports, accounting and I’m sure other things I failed to mention.  THANK YOU DEKE!   
 
Everyone have a great month of February!   
 
Peace and Blessings, 
 
Matt Bowers 
Business Manager 
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A LETTER FROM YOUR  

BUSINESS MANAGER  
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That’s Impossible! Take turns trying to unwrap 

Hersey’s Kisses while wearing oven mitts. Read 

Matthew 19:26 and ask: “What things can God do 

that are impossible for us to do? What are you facing 

that seems impossible? How can we trust that God 

has all these things in his hands and takes care of 

them for us?” Close with a group hug and enjoy 

some Kisses. 

 

Unseen Blessings Beforehand, gather paper cups, 

put a few drops of food coloring in each, and cover 

the drops with a heap of baking soda. Ask: “What 

troubles do you face? Draw or write them on the 

outside of your cup.” Read aloud 2 Corinthians 4:18. 

Say: “If we focus too much on our outside troubles, 

we might forget to trust that God is doing good things 

we can’t see.” Pour a few drops of vinegar in each 

cup so the color appears. Ask: “What can we focus 

on instead of troubles? How can we trust God even 

though we can’t see him?” 

 

Multiplied Beforehand, cut 5-inch squares of tissue 

paper (yellow, pink, and blue) so there are more 

squares than people. Cut yellow stacks into bread-

slice shapes, pink stacks into hearts, and blue stacks 

into fish shapes. Say: “Jesus cares for our bodies 

and our hearts.” Read Mark 6:34-44. Give each 

person one bread and one fish. 

Point out all the extras. Say: “Jesus did a miracle! 

People had food for their bodies and learned about 

Jesus’ love.” Give each person a pink heart. Ask: “What 

did you think about all these leftovers? How can we 

trust Jesus to give us more than we need?” 

 

Trust Walk Take turns leading one another around the 

house or yard. The person being led should wear a 

blindfold or keep his or her eyes closed. First, have the 

guide hold the partner’s elbow but say nothing during 

the walk. Then have the guide shout instructions from 

far away. Afterward, discuss what makes trusting easy 

or tough. 

 

Molded by God’s Hands Give each person a lump of 

modeling clay. Say: “Think of something you want to 

make. Then we’ll try three different ways to make it.” 

First, have people stare at their clay. Then have them 

try to mold it with bare feet. Finally, let them use their 

hands. Talk about what worked and what didn’t, and 

why. Read aloud Isaiah 64:8. Ask: “How does God 

mold us?” Say: “We might think of God as being far 

away, but if he is a potter and we are the clay, then God 

is as close as our skin. We can trust God’s promise that 

he is always with us and is active in our lives!” 

 

“Lead me by your truth and teach me, for you are the God who saves me. All day 

long I put my hope in you.” 

—Psalm 25:5 

Games, Sites & Apps 

Best Friend Forever 

Though this Nintendo 

Switch role-playing game 

has a childlike look, it’s 

rated T for Teen and has 

a grown-up twist. The 

title, released on        

Valentine’s Day, is a   

pet-care simulation   

combined with dating 

adventures. Aided by 

furry critters, players  

explore an active singles 

scene. 

5 Minutes With Dad 

This upbeat, kid-hosted podcast 

covers a range of topics—from 

seasonal fun and hobbies to fears 

and family bonds. A father and his 

two kids engage in interesting 

chats that the whole family—

including children as young as 4—

will enjoy. The topics are sure to 

inspire continued discussions. For more information and good ideas, 

please go to the daytonumc.org site and 

visit the kid’s page.  
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This information will hopefully help you as we are in the thick of winter. If there is bad weather on a Sunday 
morning, a decision will be made, typically, by 7:00am regarding services.  
 
You can check the following for updated information: 
•On the Church’s web site (www.daytonumc.org) 
•On the Church’s Facebook page (Dayton United Methodist Church) 
•On the outgoing message of voicemail at the Church’s phone number (765-296-3155). 
 
If worship is cancelled altogether, that will also be called in to WLFI TV 18 for their weather announcements. 
In the event of snowy or icy conditions on Sunday morning, please be cautious and use your own judgment 
regarding whether or not you can safely get to the Church building. 
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As most of you know, we have the Food Finders Food Distribution on the third Wednesday of every month. 
The following is information regarding this ministry for those who are not familiar and review for some.  
 
There is a sponsorship fee of $500 per month that covers the fuel, truck rental, and food. Food Finders  
chooses readily available items in the warehouse. They cannot guarantee any specific items. Sponsors can 
purchase additional menu items at cost. Remember, all loose coin put in the offering bag is designated to the 
Food Truck expenses.  
 
All are encouraged to come and help. You will likely experience a range of emotions throughout the  
distribution process, but for all involved, it is a truly rewarding experience for those giving or receiving.  As a 
sponsor, we are required to provide an adequate number of volunteers.  More the merrier!  The more  
volunteers on hand, the easier the distribution and the faster the clean up! Some of the roles for volunteers 
are registering guests, assigning numbers, sending them through the lines, keeping the tables full and  
removing the empty boxes. Also, helping those getting food and assisting them to their vehicles, and tear 
down. 
 
The doors open for our guests at 3:30pm and distribution starts at approximately 4:30pm. Each month we 
play “Bingo” with our friends to help pass the time as we wait for them to receive their food. The bingo prizes 
are items they cannot purchase with their food allotment. We need about 200 prizes each month for them to 
choose from. Items such as laundry soap, shampoo, etc. The “Dollar Store” is a great place to purchase the 
items.  Our guests are familiar with these items. Donations of these items can be dropped off at the church at 
any time. 
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NOTEWORTHY ITEMS 

ADOPTION JOURNEY 

THANK YOU 
We thank all of you who send us Christmas cards, gifts and well wishes. They were greatly appreciated. 

Pastor Earl & Louise Owen 
 

I am so thankful for the visits I get from Loralee Dietrick (Parish Nursing) and Pastor Earl and others from  
Dayton. The visits and receiving the monthly newsletter helps me feel like I’m still a part of the church family. 
Thank you all very much. 

Bea Yoder 

As Pastor Mike has made us aware, his son and daughter-in-law, Peter and Mindy, are in the process of 
adopting five children from Ukraine. This is an overwhelming expense.  
Here is some information if you are able to help support their journey through a tax-deductible donation: 
To give by check 
• Please make checks payable to Lifesong for Orphans 
• In the memo, please write: “Dominick 08716” to be sure that it is credited to their account. 
• Mail checks to: Lifesong for Orphans, PO Box 40, Gridley, IL 61744. 

To give online by credit card 
• Go to https://mystory.lifesongfororphans.org/stories/dominick-adoption-adventure/ 
• Select Give to an Adoptive Family 
• Complete online form and fill in the field Family Account Number as 08716 & Family Name Field as 

Dominick 
More of our story and a video can be found here: 
https://mystory.lifesongfororphans.org/stories/dominick-adoption-adventure/ 
Thank you in advance for your generosity. Prayers are very much appreciated! 
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ADDRESS  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

8:00 AM     |   Sundays 

Traditional Worship Service 

9:30 AM     |   Sundays 

Contemporary Worship Service 

11:00 AM   |   Sundays 

Contemporary Worship Service 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 

(765) 296-3155  
Fax: (765) 296-3117 
E-mail: dumc@daytonumc.org 
www.daytonumc.org 

DON’T THROW ME AWAY! If you don’t read our newsletter, please let us know.  It costs money and time to print the newsletter, keep the mailing list updated, and prepare the newsletter 

for mailing.  So PLEASE drop us a note or call us at 296-3155 and we will remove your name from the list.   Thank You so much! 


