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Rejoice always, 1 Thessalonians 5:16  



2  |  DaytonUMC 

Dear Friends, 
 
I hope you have already cast your ballot in early voting, or will go to the polls on November 3rd and vote! 
 
Although I have my own convictions about the two candidates and the two parties, I do not believe it is the 
calling of a minister of the Gospel to seek to convince you who to vote for. I trust you will vote prayerfully 
and vote according to the Biblical values you hold dear. Shirley and I will cast our votes on November 3rd, 
according to the convictions of our conscience. In the meantime, and in the aftermath, we will pray for our 
nation.  
 
As I said in a message a few weeks ago: Jesus will still be on the throne of the universe whatever the 
outcome of the election. Especially within the congregation of our church, I pray disagreement about 
politics will not separate us from one another as brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 
John Wesley made this entry in his journal on October 6, 1774: 
 
“I met those of our society who had votes in the ensuing election, and advised them 
1. To vote, without fee or reward, for the person they judged most worthy 
2. To speak no evil of the person they voted against, and 
3. To take care their spirits were not sharpened against those that voted on the other side.” 
 
If we were all to follow this wise advice, perhaps the divisiveness and rancor of the politics of our nation 
would ratchet down and civility would increase! 
 
Even if we believe we are being demonized by those who disagree with us, it does not mean Christ wants us 
to demonize our demonizers. We can be respectful in stating strongly-held convictions that disagree with 
another person. We can speak the truth in love. We can avoid name-calling. We can focus on what we’re for 
instead of railing on what we’re against. We can choose to be Christian in our politics no matter how we are 
treated by those who disagree with us. And we can vote our conscience whatever the climate of the nation 
and the election. 
 
Our nation is a deeply divided nation. Whatever the outcome of the election, we will still have to live 
together in the same nation and find a way to go forward in some sort of unity, go to war against one 
another, or burn the whole thing down. I, for one, am not in favor of the second two options! 
 
And so, in the days up to the election I have been praying for our nation, and for an Awakening that will 
change the climate of our culture. After the election, I will continue to pray for God to guide those who 
govern us. And I will pray against unrest, violence and increasing vitriol in our nation. God help us, and God 
bless America! 
 
      All for Jesus, 
      Pastor Mike 

A LETTER FROM YOUR  
L E A D  P A S T O R  



Greetings Church Family, 
 
We just finished up the 2021 budget.  We are grateful for the support from our faithful 
congregation!  A few key highlights: 
We increased our budget for college scholarships, for the youth and for the library!  We are blessed 
to work with a team of great stewards for all of our ministries.   
 
We received a very generous Memorial donation to support our efforts to continue LED lighting 
updates inside the building!   
 
The prayer and repair team is close to completing the old brown pole barn interior partition wall 
demo.  The trailer has been moved inside this barn and will reduce weather damage to the trailer 
and tires.   
 
We have much to be thankful for - Happy Thanksgiving!! 
 
Peace and Blessings, 
Matt Bowers 
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A LETTER FROM YOUR  
BUSINESS MANAGER  

Thank you to our church family for your kindness during my hip surgery in September.   
We appreciate the prayers, the food, the flowers, and the concern! 

Margot and Stewart Saunders 

Trinity Life Ministry is looking for servants to help with their family ministry. We need four to five 
people to help serve and clean up on Monday, November 9. 
We also need a few people to prepare a meal for the Monday we are serving. An example would 
be: lasagna, salad, garlic bread and a dessert. The Mission Team will pay for the food. The food can 
be left in the church kitchen and the set-up team can take it over. 
If you would like to serve in any way with the Trinity Family Life Ministry, please contact Rachel at 
cbburgmd@hotmail.com or the church office. 
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Biblical Food for Thought 

In 1930, missionary Frank Laubach sat on a hill overlooking a town in the Philippines where he felt 
called to share the Gospel. While reflecting on the task, he heard God say, “You must awaken  
hunger there, for until they hunger they cannot be fed.” That hunger, sometimes called a “God-
shaped hole,” is a yearning for eternity and for answers to life’s biggest questions: What is my  
purpose? Is this world all there is? Our world and its stream of distractions is intent on reducing  
children’s hunger pangs for the divine, but you can remind them that Jesus wants our life to be  
otherworldly. 

Edible Garden For discussions about 
God’s creation or being thankful for food, 
create a colorful display of vegetable 
flowers and plants. With some imagina-
tion, cucumbers become flower petals, a 
celery stalk is a stem, and spinach  
becomes the leaves. Set out ranch dip 
and consume the art. 
Tablet Treats While learning about the 
Ten Commandments, make tablets out of 
graham crackers, vanilla frosting, and  
raisins. As kids add each raisin, see if they 
can remember each commandment. This 
snack also works with lessons about Jesus 
teaching in the temple and Paul’s letters 
to the church. 
Cross Talk When discussing how Jesus 
died on the cross for us, make an edible 
object lesson with pretzel sticks and  
candy coating. Melt according to  
instructions and then dip pretzels. On  
paper plates or wax paper, connect sticks 
into cross shapes. When cool, enjoy. 
Gone Fishin’ Spread peanut butter or 
cream cheese on a paper plate. Fill  
another paper plate with Goldfish  
crackers and set it nearby. Have family 
members dip one end of a pretzel stick 
into the peanut butter or cream cheese. 
Then, using their pretzel “fishing rods,” 
have them “catch” fish by touching the 
dipped pretzel ends to crackers and  

picking them up to eat. (Avoid double 
dipping.) Use this to talk about following 
Jesus and fishing for people. 
Prayer Necklace For a fun reminder to 
pray, string circle-shaped cereal onto thin 
licorice whips. Tie the ends together to 
make necklaces. During devotions,  
encourage family members to eat a piece 
of cereal as each prayer request or praise 
is shared. 
Cheesy Blocks Use cheese cubes to build 
structures from events in the Bible (tower 
of Babel, wall of Jericho, house built on 
the rock, and so on). Insert toothpicks to 
stabilize the structures, and let kids  
gobble up their creations later. 
Ultimate Nourishment Prepare and eat 
slices of bread with honey. Read aloud 
Luke 10:38-42 and talk about Mary and 
Martha. Ask: “Which is more nourishing: 
bread or honey?” Say: “The Bible says 
Jesus is the bread of life. Jesus feeds our 
souls when we spend time with him. Busy 
bees make honey, which is sweet but not 
very nourishing. Being busy doesn’t feed 
our souls.” Ask: “How can you spend 
more time with Jesus, the bread of life, 
this week? How can we share his ‘food’ 
with others?” 

Jesus said, “I am the bread that gives life. Whoever 
comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes 

in me will never be thirsty.”—John 6:35 
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Thursday, December 3 at 6:00pm 

You must sign up so we have enough supplies 
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So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right 
hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is 

hidden with Christ in God.   Colossians 3:1–3 CSB 
 
 
To lead well, we must re-center our gaze—re-focus our attention—on our purpose for doing  
ministry. 
 

FOCUS ON THE MASTER 
Why do we lead and serve? It’s worth remembering that our job is not to promote or make a name 
for ourselves, but to champion the person and work of Jesus. 
"Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things." Colossians 3:2 CSB 
 

FOCUS ON THE MESSAGE 
If Christ is our focus, his gospel must be our message. Is the cross the focus of our teaching and 
preaching? 
". . . but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to the Jews and foolishness to the  
Gentiles." 1 Corinthians 1:23 CSB 
 

FOCUS ON THE MISSION 
Jesus gave his followers a mission—to make disciples. How are we embodying Christ in our  
community and world? 
"Then he sent them to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal the sick." Luke 9:2 CSB 
 
 
Please join us on Saturday, November 7th, as we are refreshed, encouraged, and challenged in our 
faith and our faithfulness.  The Focus Conference will be from 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM. Feel free to come 
for part of the day if you can not be there the whole time.  There is no cost in attending. We must 
know if you will be there for lunch, so we can order a meal for you. Please register by going to this 
link https://daytonumc.breezechms.com/form/www.daytonumc.org   

2020 Church Leadership Conference 

https://daytonumc.breezechms.com/form/www.daytonumc.org
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In last month’s newsletter, you read of a new Sunday school class being offered during the 11:00am 
hour on Sunday mornings from January 10-February 28. The class, “Tough Topics – Tender  
Persuasion” will delve into six main topics pertaining to our Christian witness: 
 

• Personal Autonomy 
• The Crusades, Slavery and Discrimination 
• The Christian Sexual Ethic 
• Pain, Suffering and Evil 
• The Pseudo-Clash of Science and Religion 
• Christ’s Exclusive Claim 
 

We will be using a book by Josh Hershberger, Persuasion Points, that addresses these topics and 
helps us communicate truth to our neighbors/co-workers/family and friends. As Josh states: 
 

We need an “active apologetic” – a knowledge of and skill around 
communicating truth that creates confidence and sparks winsome 
engagement with our neighbors and communities. 

 
All materials will be provided, but there will be homework.  Josh calls the sessions “thinky” so be 
prepared for some advanced study.  
 
In order to get an estimate for an appropriate room assignment, there will be a sign-up sheet in the 
lobby beginning the first Sunday in November.  
 
Questions? Contact Cindy Jones at 765-412-9705 

We’re packing Shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child. Mark your calendar to join in the set up 
for the packing party on Friday, November 13, 9am to noon.  The packing party will be Saturday, 
November 14, from 9am until all the boxes are full. Please join us in this mission project. We are  
also accepting monetary donations for the postage required for each box. If adding this to your 
tithes and offering please be sure to specify how much is for OCC. Thank you for your generosity.  

ALL THREE SERVICES ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1 
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ADDRESS  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

8:00 AM     |   Sundays 
Traditional Worship Service 

9:30 AM     |   Sundays 
Contemporary Worship Service 

11:00 AM   |   Sundays 
Contemporary Worship Service 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 

(765) 296-3155  
Fax: (765) 296-3117 
E-mail: dumc@daytonumc.org 
www.daytonumc.org 

DON’T THROW ME AWAY! If you don’t read our newsletter, please let us know.  It costs money and time to print the newsletter, keep the mailing list updated, and pre-
pare the newsletter for mailing.  So PLEASE drop us a note or call us at 296-3155 and we will remove your name from the list.   Thank You so much! 


