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A LETTER FROM YOUR  
L E A D  P A S T O R  

Dear Friends, 
 
For most of my years as pastor at Dayton UMC, the church and parsonage lawns have been mowed for us by 
Koehler Brothers Landscaping. With changes of equipment and staff that make mowing for the church more 
challenging for Koehler Brothers, the Trustees decided to purchase a good, used mower and have volunteer 
servants do our mowing. I joyfully decided to be one of those servants! I’ve been mowing our lawn, and I’m 
enjoying it! 
 
For me, mowing is therapy. Many things that are planned in ministry either take months to plan and execute 
or become never-ending. Mowing has a start and a finish. It is a project that can be completed in less than 
an hour and a half for our lawn. I see mowing as an opportunity to create something beautiful – a smooth 
lawn with orderly, straight rows. There is satisfaction in that.  
 
Mowing also offers the opportunity to use my noise-cancelling, Bluetooth headphones to worship while I 
mow as I listen to K-Love radio. I can sing along or just absorb the music. Mowing the lawn is a simple joy 
and a brief pause from the busyness of ministry and family. Others may see mowing as a chore that demands 
another chunk of precious time I could be spending elsewhere. I see mowing as a gift from God in the rush 
of life.  
 
Could it be that the lack of satisfaction we feel in many of the mundane tasks we do is a matter of our own 
attitude? Perhaps the Apostle Paul had everyday stuff like tending the yard in mind when he wrote this: 
 
“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be 
thankful. Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all 
wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. And 
whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through Him.” (Colossians 3:15-17 NIV) 
 
Crazy as it sounds, I experience the peace of Christ on the lawnmower. I am encouraged by the psalms, 
hymns, and songs from the Spirit I listen to on K-Love. I make straight rows for Jesus, doing my best to make 
the lawn a thing of beauty, and giving thanks to God the Father through Him.  
 
Perhaps any mundane chore can become a gift from God if we turn around our attitude toward it. I believe 
work becomes satisfying and joyful when we do it for the Lord, and not just for our employer or the 
paycheck we receive. 
 
And whatever the second half of 2021 holds in terms of activities, ministries, family plans, and the rest of our 
active calendars, I believe it is important to slow down from time to time and thank God for simple moments 
of peace. 
 
       All for Jesus, 
       Pastor Mike 
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A LETTER FROM YOUR  
SENIOR ASSOCIATE PASTOR  

Welcome Home 
 
In the famous 1939 movie, The Wizard of Oz, Dorothy said, “There’s no place like home.” There is 
so much truth in that simple line. Home is described as the place where one lives, especially as a 
member of a family or household. In sports it is often referred to as the team’s own field or court or 
even the goal or end point.  
 
For us, Dayton United Methodist Church is one of the churches we’ve had the privilege of serving 
during our years of ministry, but it’s so much more than that. This place has always felt like home to 
us. So, to come back home is an unbelievable blessing and gift. We love this church, and we love 
this community. We are eagerly excited about the days ahead and all the ways the Lord is going to 
continue to bless the efforts of the faithful members of Dayton UMC.  
 
One of the areas of ministry that we are most excited about is helping make Dayton UMC feel like 
home for other young adults. While we have a great base of young adults here at our church 
already, we are seeking ways to help get them connected and involved in the overall church body. 
We know that age can feel strange and finding purpose and connection can be a little challenging. 
So our goal is to provide a safe place for young adults to learn, grow, fellowship, and connect with 
other people around their age so that they feel the same sense of home that we do here. So, if you 
are in that 18-30 range, be on the lookout for more information about upcoming events and 
gatherings that we believe will help you feel that deep sense of connection that we all need.  
 
Serving Him, 
 
Pastor Ryan VanMatre 
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How are you and God doing?  The question seems simple enough, and yet many of us don’t spend 
much time asking this question.  In this busy life we live, it is very easy to put God on the back 
burner.  God desires to be the most important thing in your life.  He wants your relationship with 
Him to be the relationship into which you put the most effort.  Your relationship with God will not 
deepen and grow without intentionally on your part.   
 
You might ask, "Where do I start?"  I suggest you evaluate where you are with your walk with Christ 
and then, take the next step.  It doesn’t  have to be a huge leap.  It can even be a baby step.  The 
key is that you keep moving forward.  If you are stagnant, you are not growing.  In fact, you are 
probably declining. Take a step toward God in your faith walk.  You will be glad that you did. 
To help define steps that you can take to encourage growth, Dayton UMC has developed a  
Discipleship Pathway to provide a template of "next steps."  You do not have to follow them in  
sequential order.  They are organized to fit into our vision statement: Know Christ, Grow Faith, and 
Go Witness. 
 
Know Christ 
STEP 1 - Connecting To Christ Class - This is a fun, informative four-week class that gives a good 
foundation to guide you as you learn to study the Bible, Pray, Fast, and Journal. 
 
Grow Faith 
STEP 2 - Small Groups - We were not meant to do life alone.  It is an important part of our faith 
walk to join a small group.  We can share our struggles and victories together.  We can spur one 
another onward and upwards.  Jump into one of our life groups. 
STEP 3 - Great Banquet - This is a 72-hour retreat where we encounter the love of God in amazing 
ways.  There are other great retreats that one can go on that are very valuable.  Dayton UM Church 
recommends the Great Banquet, because it is awesome, local, and available. 
STEP 4 - Special Events - Throughout the year, DUMC holds many activities that are not part of our 
normal week.  They are special events designed to help you grow in your faith.Some examples of 
these are the Wesleyan Covenant Association's Global Gathering, our Global Impact Celebration, 
Guest lecturers, etc.  Don't miss out on these special events. 
 
Go Witness 
STEP 5 - Serve at Church - We believe that an important part of growing in our faith is serving  
others.  There are many opportunities for service at DUMC.  Jump into a ministry and see what God 
does in you and through you as you serve. 
STEP 6 - Serve in the Community - Serving can be a great way to witness to our faith in Christ.  
Serving in the community is a great way to take our witness outside the church walls.  Whether it is 
volunteering at Matrix Life Center, mowing the yard of an elderly neighbor, or taking a meal to a 
coworker that just had a baby, there are countless ways you can serve in the community and take 
Jesus with you as you go. 

Continued on the next page 
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A LETTER FROM YOUR  
YOUTH PASTOR  

Hello!  
 
As I am writing this, we are about 5 days away from heading out on our first camp of the Summer! 
We are so excited for our trip to Union University in Jackson, TN. By the time this Newsletter is in 
your hand, we will most likely be working hard on our mission site and seeing the amazing ways 
God is moving in hearts and lives. We are so thankful for your support and prayers for this trip and 
our middle school camp coming up.  
 
I wanted to share an AMAZING blessing that happened through our Camp Fundraiser this year. If 
you haven’t heard, you all help Overhaul raise over $3,000 for scholarships this year. What an  
amazing blessing. THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU! Even bigger than the financial help is 
the support and partnership you all have made and continue to make through prayer. Just as  
important as prayer for students AT camp is prayer for students AFTER camp. Please continue to 
pray for students as they return home, that the decisions they make aren’t just camp decisions but 
life decision to follow Jesus deeper and deeper.  
 
Thank you all again so much for your support, prayer, and partnership with the students of Overhaul 
Youth Group!  
 
In Christ,  
 
Caleb 

Discipleship Pathway Continued 
 
STEP 7 - Serve the World - At Dayton, we know that going on a short term mission trip can change 
your life and deepen your walk with God like nothing else.  Also, going to all the world and making 
disciples of all nations is part of our mission as followers of Christ.  That is why we offer different  
opportunities to help our mission partners.  It can be as simple as serving dinner at Trinity Life  
Ministries, or as involved as joining the Ghana or Guatemala Mission Teams for a two-week trip.  
 
Wherever you are in your faith journey, don't just sit there.  Take the next step!  You can do it! 
Growing in Christ is a huge part of the purpose of your existence.  Don’t squander the time that 
God has given you.  Jump into the Discipleship Pathway today.  If you have questions or need 
some help, I would love to sit down and talk with you.  Make an appointment today at  
eric.schneider@daytonumc.org or 765-430-0072.  
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July 5th-8th  6:oo-8:30pm 

Vacation Bible School 



DaytonUMC  |  7 

One service at 10:30am on 
Sunday, July 11 

Dear DUMC Friends, 
It meant so much that you donated to the Gideons in memory of our father. We will pray together 
with you that the Word of God will go out and save many. This gift is beautiful! Thank you for caring 
for us in our sorrow. 

Jerry & Janet, Lydia, Mary, Caleb Lecy 

Membership classes will take place on Sunday evenings from 5:00-6:30pm from July 25 through 
August 22. The sessions will include the following: 
Jul 25 – The Covenant of Membership  
Aug 1 – Belonging and Serving  
Aug 8 – Our Beliefs 
Aug 15 – Our History and Structure  
Aug 22 – Our Finances and dinner on us at the Parsonage 
 
If you have been thinking about becoming a Professing Member of Dayton UM Church, you are  
invited to jump in on these classes. Pastor Mike is planning to receive new members on Sunday, 
August 29, at whichever worship service you normally attend. Contact the church office to sign up.  

Baptism Sunday is August 22.  Any child wanting to be baptized should take the Baptism class with 
Miss Theresa.  The class will be held Sunday evenings 5:30-6:30pm in Conference Room B, July 25-
August 15. Anyone interested contact the church office at 296-3155. 
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 

(765) 296-3155  
Fax: (765) 296-3117 
E-mail: dumc@daytonumc.org 
www.daytonumc.org 

DON’T THROW ME AWAY! If you don’t read our newsletter, please let us know.  It costs money and time to print the newsletter, keep the mailing list updated, and pre-
pare the newsletter for mailing.  So PLEASE drop us a note or call us at 296-3155 and we will remove your name from the list.   Thank You so much! 

8:00 AM     |   Sundays 
Traditional Worship Service 

9:30 AM     |   Sundays 
Contemporary Worship Service 

11:00 AM   |   Sundays 
Contemporary Worship Service 

We also livestream the  
8:00 & 9:30am services 


