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MEET THE DUMC TEAM 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 

in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 



2  |  DaytonUMC 

Dear Friends, 
 
Did you have plans for 2020 that had to be put on hold because of the COVID-19 pandemic? A family 
vacation that could not take place, for instance? Season tickets to Purdue football games that are now not 
going to happen? 
 
Shirley’s and my 50th high school class reunion was scheduled for the end of August. Of course, it has been 
canceled. Our son and daughter thought they would have the five Ukrainian children they are adopting by 
the end of May. They are still waiting for the “go” signal to be able to travel to Ukraine to pick up the 
children, secure their passports and visas, and bring them home to North Carolina. 
 
As a church, we had to cancel the restart of our Freedom Celebration, and forego Vacation Bible School this 
summer. We still have no idea if it will be safe to hold Trunk or Treat in October. We believe we can safely 
and successfully hold our two-day Global Impact Celebration missions conference on Saturday and Sunday, 
September 12 and 13. So please mark your calendar for that one! 
 
Here’s the thing. God’s got plans for our lives that are not dependent on our plans for our lives. And God’s 
plans are simply beyond the reach of COVID-19 or divisive politics or racial tensions. The pandemic forcing 
churches to suspend worship services led to hundreds (thousands?) of churches jumping into livestreaming, 
and the net result is actually more people being reached with the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ! People 
have found creative ways to stay in touch when we are urged to wear masks and not to shake hands.  
 
And every crisis offers an opportunity for believers to be the hands and feet and voice of Jesus to people who 
are isolated, unemployed, ill with the virus or bereaved from the loss of a loved one. God is showing His 
church how to get outside our walls and be the church in the world. And that’s not a bad thing at all! 
 
In the meantime, the Holy Spirit keeps moving in our midst. I see Jesus moving in our worship to transform 
lives, both in the sanctuary and in living rooms and kitchens as folks worship online. The Holy Spirit is 
working powerfully in our youth group and in our children’s ministry. God is up to something in this 
challenging time. Let’s reconnect with one another and recommit our lives to live as witnesses to the Gospel. 
Let’s live faithfully and sacrificially and let the world see Jesus in us. 
 
      To God be the glory! 
      Pastor Mike 

A LETTER FROM YOUR  

L E A D  P A S T O R  



Greetings!   
Wow! - here we go - Back to School, Labor Day - The pages on the calendar flip pretty quick!   
What's going on?   
- Church budget time!  In August and September we prepare our budgets for 2021.   
- Trustees have approved: 
   1.  New A/C unit to replace unit 19 - 20 year old unit that went down.   
   2.  Roof repair or replacement if needed at Pastor Mike's parsonage. 
   3.  New Steam Table for the kitchen and UMW.   
   4.  Demolition of partition drywall (interior walls) of the older dark brown pole barn.  This is to better utilize 
the space for storage and outdoor equipment to open up the newer, nicer pole barn for events, youth, etc.   
Covid, Fear, Faith, Greed and Trust 
These 5 words don't seem to fit together very well, but this is what I've observed and learned over the past 
several months:   
Early on in the pandemic - Covid, the first two weeks, giving was down significantly.  We were online only.  
How do we pay the bills? - Fear 
Pastor Mike was steady in his - Faith.  He didn't panic, he wanted to wait and see how the 1st of the month 
offerings looked.  He knew that we have a faithful congregation! 
As reality set in that we were not going to be meeting in person for a while, generous offerings started 
coming in online and by mail.  There were discussions about the Cares Act and government loan money 
available for payroll protection.  I'm thankful that we did not pursue that option.  I hope that those funds that 
we chose not to use, were able to help other small businesses that desperately needed the financial support 
to survive.  We have been blessed without government assistance!  We've all seen or heard about the abuse 
of the Cares Act - business owners, large companies - taking those funds.  Some have had to pay back, some 
may be getting away with something temporarily, some owners driving fancy sports cars with that money 
and getting caught. - Greed.  Lesson I've learned - Trust.  Psalm 46:10 "Be still and know that I am God."  We 
are not through the woods, and we are still navigating in challenging times but my faith has been made 
stronger.  We are blessed.  We are Thankful!!   
Have a great September!   
 
Peace and Blessings, 
Matt 
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NOTEWORTHY ITEMS 

A LETTER FROM YOUR  

BUSINESS MANAGER  

Pastor Earl really misses praying with his flock at the hospitals. If you or a family member are going to the 
hospital, and you would like prayer, please call Pastor Earl at 765-404-1042, and he will be happy to pray for 
you and with you over the phone. 

Thank you for the donation of Bibles and all of your prayers for my sister! We all know she is in a better place.  
Lori Cook & family 
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September 2020 

 

With a new school year on the  
horizon, attention turns to goals for 
learning and growing. To encourage 
academic improvement, many 
schools now emphasize what  
psychologist Carol Dweck calls the 
“growth mindset”—a belief that  
anyone can learn and grow with 
effort. Potential is unlocked when 
children believe they can learn from 
challenges and by working hard. 

By contrast, a “fixed mindset” is a 
belief that one’s basic abilities and 
talents are predetermined. These 
kids (and adults) aren’t interested in 
learning how to improve because 
they don’t believe they can. 

Dweck’s approach is relevant beyond 
the classroom; in fact, it applies to 
faith growth, to some degree. People 
with a fixed mindset believe they’re 

POWERSOURCE 
ASK JESUS: 

1. To guide your children 
toward growth in all  
areas this year. 

2. To help you model a 
growth mindset,  
especially regarding  
faith in Jesus. 

3. To teach you to depend 
on God during the  
upcoming school year. 

See daytonumc.org 

page for complete  

article 

It’s Time to Get Growing!  

bad and can’t change, that  
imperfections are shameful, and that 
if they face challenges, something 
must be wrong with their faith.  

Those with a growth mindset,  
however, realize it’s okay to share 
their sins and struggles with others. 
They know that Jesus loves and  
forgives them no matter what, and 
they believe they can grow closer to 
Jesus by trusting him during life’s 
inevitable challenges. 

One thing we do want to be fixed in 
kids’ minds is their innate, God-given 
value. God made us in his image and 
wants to be in relationship with us 
despite our shortcomings. Because 
we don’t have to prove our worth to 
God, we can focus instead on  
growing closer to him.  
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Instilling a faith-growth mindset can be as simple as altering the praise and 
feedback you give your children. Follow these guidelines: 
• Let kids know God already loves them—no matter what. 
• Say the goal is to be best friends with God, not to appear good. 
• Praise kids for the effort they put into resisting a temptation. 
• Praise kids for getting to know God, not just knowing about him. 
• Encourage kids to ask Jesus for help when they’re struggling. 
• Encourage kids to share their failures with trusted friends and adults. 

“We are surrounded by a great cloud of people 
whose lives tell us what faith means. So let us run the 

race that is before us and never give up.” 
—Hebrews 12:1, NCV 

Pressing On Gather origami paper, 
Glue Dots, and scissors. Download 
craft instructions from childrensmin-
istry.com/origami-star and make a 
sample ahead of time. Show family 
members the star and have them 
make their own. Offer encourage-
ment and help, as needed. Read Phi-
lippians 3:12-15 and say: “Paul loved 
Jesus but still messed up. He pressed 
on, just as you did with this craft.” 
Ask: “How can these verses help you 
press on, even when you mess up?” 
Take Aim! For this outdoor game, 
divide a rectangular area in half. Play 
“volleyball” with an inflated balloon 
and squirt guns. Players can use  
unlimited squirts to move the “ball.” 
Afterward, ask: “What was this 
game’s goal? How did we work to 
reach it? What are some goals you 
have? Who helps you reach them?” 
Read Psalm 16:7-8. Say: “God  
instructs you and goes before you as 
you aim for goals!” 
Growth Takes Time Fill clean baby 
food jars halfway with heavy cream. 
(You can add a marble, but use cau-
tion.) Secure the lids. Ask: “Does this 
look like butter? Do you think you 
can make it into butter?” Say: “Shake 
a jar while we talk.” Read Matthew 
17:14-20. Ask: “How much faith does 
it take to do the impossible?  

Breakthrough! 

You’ll need see-through glass or 
plastic containers filled with water, 
foaming shaving cream, and blue 
and yellow food coloring. Say: 
Sometimes life seems cloudy. Have 
family members each squirt a layer 
of shaving cream over the water.  

Ask: When have you felt stuck or 
been discouraged? 

As people share, have them add a 
few drops of food coloring over the 
“clouds.” Say: When we face tough 
things, God is with us and  
encourages us.  

Read aloud Isaiah 41:10 and Joshua 
1:9. Watch as the food coloring 
breaks through the shaving cream, 
creating streaks of color in the  
water.  

Ask: How is this experiment like 
life? How can challenges result in 
something good or positive?  

Read aloud Romans 8:28. Ask: 
What are ways you can trust God 
during both good and tough 
times? Pray, thanking God for  
always loving and helping us. 

 TEACHABLE  
MOMENTS 

Positive Ways to Grow 

What tough thing do you need God’s 
help with?” Shake jars a few more 
minutes, until butter forms. Enjoy 
some on bread. Then discuss how it 
can take time to see God’s mira-
cles—and how we shouldn’t give up! 
Forward in Faith Clear obstacles 
from a room that can be darkened. 
Have one person stand as a light-
house who whispers “Trust in the 
Lord” repeatedly. Lead everyone 
else into the room—with eyes 
closed. Say: “You have one minute 
to reach the lighthouse. When you 
do, open your eyes, lock arms, and 
join in the whispering.” Play several 
rounds. Then ask: “How did it feel to 
find the lighthouse? How did it feel 
when time ran out?” Read aloud 
Proverbs 3:5-6. Say: “Let’s trust God 
as we walk and grow in faith.” 
Ch-Ch-Changes Stand in a circle with 
hands behind backs. Have “It” stand 
in the center with eyes closed as you 
place a Bible in someone’s hands. 
Have It open his or her eyes as  
people pass the Bible behind their 
backs. Whoever holds the Bible 
must briefly change his or her facial 
expression. It guesses who has the 
Bible, and if correct, that person be-
comes the new It. Read aloud Mark 
4:3-20. Discuss how the Bible chang-
es us and makes us more like Jesus. 



A LETTER FROM YOUR  

YO U T H  PA S TO R  
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Hello! 
Over the past few weeks, we have been celebrating God’s amazing work through our time at Camp Lake-
wood. Thank you all so much again for letting us to share what God is doing in many hearts and minds.  
Over the past few weeks, we have been looking at a series called “Lifelines” which dives into the topic of 
friendship. What does it mean to be a Godly friend? What does it mean to seek God through our friendships 
and to be a light of God’s love to our friends. In this 4 week series, we’ve looked at how Godly friendships are 
real, they help us grow, they never leave us alone, and when build on faith in Jesus; they can change the 
world! As school begins, it was a great reminder of how we can be intentional in the ways we engage with 
those around us and share God’s love!  
We are gearing up for some awesome things in Overhaul as well. We are looking forward to our Back 2 
School Bash on September 13th. This year we are going all out in PAINT WARS. We are ready to get messy 
and invite as many friends to join us. As we look into the fall, we will be beginning another series called 
“Stretch”. During this series, we will be looking at how we can strengthen our faith. Like a muscle, the way 
we get stronger is to stretch them. How might God be challenging us to “stretch” our faith in order to be-
come stronger believers in HIS TRUTH so we can grow and share it. We are so excited for the ways God will 
speak.  
Thank you again, church, for your prayer and support of Overhaul Youth Group. We welcome your continued 
prayers as God continues to work so powerfully in the next generation!  
 
In Christ,  
Pastor Caleb 

CONQUEROR SERIES BIBLE STUDY FOR MEN 
Rise up, warriors for Christ!  Jesus said, "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God." (Matthew 
5:8)  We are beginning our battle plan for purity on September 17 at 6:30pm in Conference Room A with the 
Conqueror Series.  This is a 10 week study that trains men to work smarter, not harder, at being the pure 
men of God that the Lord has called us to be.  Are you willing to take the challenge to be what our wives,  
children, and world need us to be?  Contact Pastor Eric (Email - eric.schneider@daytonumc.org;  
Cell - 765-430-0072) to let him know your interest or to ask questions.  Rise up warriors for Christ!  
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GLOBAL IMPACT CELEBRATION 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
You did a fantastic job of pouring out your love for needy children during our June collection for Samaritan’s 
Purse Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes. Now is the time to continue this mission project with the  
September collection.  
September 13 - 27 will be the next collection. The following items for 2 -14 year old children are needed: 
  Underwear   Crew socks   Pencils and pens   
  Erasers    School scissors   Small solar calculators  
  24 count crayons   Pencil pouches   Spiral notebooks   
  Colored pencil sets  Marker sets   Toothbrushes for 2 - 6 year old's  
Now is a good time to find school supplies on sale to stretch your dollars.  Items may be put in the cart in the 
church lobby September 13 - 27. If you wish to donate towards the shipping costs, the cost is $9 per box.  
Mark your calendar to join in the set up for the packing party on Friday, November 13, 9am to noon.  The 
packing party will be Saturday, November 14, from 9am until all the boxes are full. Please join us in this  
mission project.  

DUMC’s mission weekend is going to be September 12th and 13th. 
Saturday we will begin with dinner at 6:00pm in the church gym. We are doing boxed meals from Chick-Fil-A. 
Please be sure to go to this link, https://daytonumc.breezechms.com/form/d79196, and fill out the form to 
let us know you will be joining us for dinner. That way we are sure to have enough food for everyone. Then, 
the girls from Teen Challenge will be speaking in the Sanctuary after dinner. Childcare will be provided. 
We aren’t charging for dinner, but if people are able to bring an item for Teen Challenge, we would  
appreciate it. The items they need are: toilet paper, paper towels, shower gel/body wash, shampoo,  
conditioner, soap, deodorant. You can bring the item with you Saturday. 
On Sunday, Phil Gabriel with Trinity Life Ministries will be speaking on The Heart of God During These Times 
in all three worship services. At that time, you will have the opportunity to fill out your Life Commitment 
Forms and your Faith Commitment Forms. Hope to see you at both events. 

The Evangelism Team is planning on having Trunk-or-Treat this year.  Obviously, it is a crazy year. It is possi-
ble that plans may have to change, according to what is going on with COVID, but we are praying for the best 
and asking you to partner with us on Saturday, October 31 from 3:00 - 5:00 pm. We hope to have lots of cars 
decorated with fun themes. Remember, we are an alternative to all of the evil that is glorified on Halloween. 
With this in mind, please focus on positive decorations and not have anything scary or evil. (For example, 
please don’t have ghosts or witches in your decorations.)  The last time we had Trunk-or-Treat on Halloween, 
we had close to a thousand kids. With COVID, I have no idea how many children will attend. I ask for you to 
please be prepared for a crowd. As we get closer, we may have to announce specific safety policies or chang-
es to the event. As always, thank you so much in advance for how you pour your time and resources into our 
community for the name of Jesus. If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Eric at 765-430-0072.  

TRUNK-OR-TREAT 
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 

(765) 296-3155  
Fax: (765) 296-3117 
E-mail: dumc@daytonumc.org 
www.daytonumc.org 

DON’T THROW ME AWAY! If you don’t read our newsletter, please let us know.  It costs money and time to print the newsletter, keep the mailing list updated, and prepare  

the newsletter for mailing.  So PLEASE drop us a note or call us at 296-3155 and we will remove your name from the list.   Thank You so much! 


