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Dear Friends, 
 

A life given to Jesus Christ is more than the stuff we believe in our heads. Knowing the truth of Scripture and 
believing that truth is an important part of discipleship. Living by that truth is the crucial next step. 
 

Discipleship cannot be lived out in Bible studies. What a life that pleases God looks like can be learned in a 
Bible study or accountability group. But living that life is the part that makes it real.  
 

It is one thing to believe that smoking is dangerous for one’s health. It is another thing to stop smoking. It is 
one thing to understand that an apple is a better food choice than a hot fudge sundae. It is another thing to 
eat a piece of fruit instead of a decadent dessert. It is one thing to know God calls me to forgive someone 
who hurt me deeply. It is another thing altogether to forgive them. 
 

To me, discipleship is the living out of my faith. And to me, discipleship is another word for the process of the 
Holy Spirit sanctifying (making holy) the life of a forgiven follower of Jesus Christ. The intended outcome is 
holiness in love. The goal is Christlikeness. If we are cooperating with (and not resisting) the work of the Holy 
Spirit in our lives, we will not only grow deeper in the understanding of a life of holiness and grace, we will 
grow deeper in practicing that life. 
 

At the end of the greatest moral teaching in history, the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus says this:  
 

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built 
his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that 
house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears these words of 
mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain came 
down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great 
crash.” (Matthew 7:24-27 NIV) 
 

Hear the Word of God. Study the precepts of Scripture. Understand the teachings of Jesus. And put them into 
practice. That is the foundation for a life well-lived in Jesus. And since both the understanding and the 
practice are easier and more fruitful together with other believers, we move forward in discipleship 
(holiness, sanctification) more quickly and more deeply when we run the race of discipleship together in the 
community of a congregation. 
 

The COVID-19 quarantine and the anguish of both police brutality and lawlessness in the protests that have 
followed make it more difficult to be together and pull together. But difficult is not impossible. Some of us 
must still participate online in worship or Bible study or small group. Others of us are returning to in-person 
activity. We still move forward together, united in love for Jesus, in worship, in belief and in service. And 
even in the face of the storms we find ourselves in, we can make progress in our life of discipleship and living 
out holy love for our Savior. 
 

Do not give in to discouragement. Keep growing. Keep loving. Keep serving. Keep trusting Jesus. In the end, a 
life of holy love will last into eternity, far beyond the storms of this life. 
 

      All for Jesus, 
      Pastor Mike 

A LETTER FROM YOUR  

L E A D  P A S T O R  



Greetings Church Family, 
 
Happy 4th of July!  Wow, seems like we were just talking about Memorial Day weekend.  It must be summer!  
I hope you’re all doing well and remembering your sunscreen with your hand sanitizer!   
 
Speaking of hand sanitizer – Thank you, thank you for all the donations of hand sanitizer and Clorox wipes!  
We appreciate the support, and we are in good shape in the supply room!   
Several members are also helping with mowing a few areas around the church – Thanks again for all your 
efforts!   
 
Congratulations to our 2020 college scholarship award recipients Dylon Dispennett, Vanessa Heltzel, Rylee 
Schneider, Samantha Stader, Taylor Conner and Daniel Baldwin!   
 
Updates on projects:   
-2 New A/C units have been installed and are getting initiated to 90 degree weather!   
-Parking lot crack filling and sealing was completed.   
-We have received an estimate on updating the children’s ministry bathrooms and are seeking a couple 
more.   
-Prayer and Repair assisted Pastor Caleb with staining the deck on his parsonage, a few brave souls jumped in 
the retention pond area carrying chain saws for self-defense and did some clearing!  Jim assisted one of our 
senior members with hedge trimming and gutter cleaning.  We are happy to assist seniors or other folks in 
need of projects that have become more difficult for them to tackle on their own.  Please call the office and 
let us know.  We also had volunteers prep and paint the upstairs gym classrooms from the Classical 
Conversations Christian home school community.  They will be using the classrooms around the gym once a 
week on Thursdays starting mid-August.  They are excited to be here, and we appreciate their mission and 
their help!    
 
We continue to be blessed and our church is financially healthy through the different times we are 
navigating.  We sincerely thank you and pray for everyone’s health and safety.  Have a nice Independence 
Day and a wonderful July!   
 
Peace and Blessings, 
Matt 
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July 2020 

 

Summer has become superhero  
season, as blockbuster movies depict 
courageous characters with special 
powers. In early July, we also  
remember our country’s founders, 
who stood up for freedom. 

Bible heroes are a popular topic for 
summer church programs, as well, 
offering reminders that those 
“characters” were real flesh-and-
blood people. Daniel really survived 
a stint in the lions’ den. David, a 
young shepherd boy, did indeed  
defeat the giant Goliath with a sling-
shot and stones. And Mary, likely a 
teenager, actually gave birth to 
God’s Son, Jesus, who walked this 
earth in bodily form. 

When you discuss Bible heroes, help 
children walk in their sandals.   
Explore Bible times and customs, 

POWERSOURCE 
ASK JESUS: 

1. To guide your children as 
they follow Jesus, our 
ultimate hero. 

2. To help you serve as a 
faithful example for your 
family.  

3. To help your family  
members share Jesus’ 
heroic deeds and bound-
less love with others. 

See daytonumc.org 

page for complete  

article 

Celebrate Faith-Filled Heroes!  

consider people’s emotions and 
fears, and make comparisons to 
modern-day situations. Point out 
how Jesus’ followers throughout the 
ages have played a role in God’s 
grand story—and how that story 
continues today. 

Emphasize that children play an  
important role in God’s story, too. 
Modern-day faith heroes of all ages 
and abilities are doing mighty deeds 
of service and kindness in Jesus’ 
name. 

Point out ways your kids are faith 
heroes, and watch for opportunities 
to practice your family’s superpow-
ers—on loan from God—throughout 
your community this summer. Our 
world is in need of rescue, and your 
heroic children can proclaim the 
news that Jesus saves! 
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Our status-conscious society tends to view athletes, celebrities, and singers 
as heroes. But God defines that word differently. As a family, use this  
acronym to remember the traits of Christian, God-centered heroes: 

Honor—Faith heroes give ultimate honor to God, our King. 
Empowered—Faith heroes get their strength from God’s Holy Spirit. 
Rise above—Faith heroes are forgiven, not grounded by sin. 

Think about the things that are good and worthy of 
praise. Think about the things that are true and  
honorable and right and pure and beautiful and  

respected. —Philippians 4:8, NCV 

Heroes in the News Watch for local 
and national news stories about  
everyday heroes. During meals,  
discuss the heroic acts as well as the 
people’s responses to being labeled 
heroes. Point out how some people 
glorify God rather than take credit 
for heroism. 
Onscreen Heroes Search online for 
hero-themed Christian movies, and 
watch them with older children and 
preteens. Examples include Soul 
Surfer, God’s Not Dead, Samson, 
Paul: Apostle of Christ, Courageous, 
and I Can Only Imagine. (Some are 
rated PG-13.) 
Examples of Excellence On five index 
cards, write the following words (one 
per card): speech, life, love, faith, 
purity. Put the cards in a hat. Read 
aloud 1 Timothy 4:12. Then have 
family members take turns choosing 
a card and acting out a way to be a 
good example of what’s listed. Keep 
the cards in a visible location.  
Encourage family members to share 
how they live out their faith in those 
ways. 
God Protects Us Read or tell the  
story of Daniel in the lions’ den 
(Daniel 6). Have one person be  
Daniel and stand across a room,  
facing away from others, who are 
Lions. Say: “Lions, quietly creep up to 
Daniel and try to touch his back  

Bravery Bags 

You’ll need brown lunch bags,  
stickers, markers, and slips of  
colored paper. While family  
members decorate their bags with 
stickers and markers, ask: On a 
scale of 1 to 10, how brave are you 
usually, and why? What frightens 
you? Do heroes always have to be 
brave? Why or why not?  

Read aloud Hebrews 4:16. Say: 
When we’re afraid, we can always 
talk to God, who makes us strong 
and helps us. 

Have family members brainstorm 
things they’re confident about and 
write or draw them each on a slip 
of paper. (Help younger children.) 
Examples can range from riding a 
bike and tying a shoe to knowing 
that Jesus loves me and hears my 
prayers. 

Have people put their slips in their 
bag. Say: Any time you feel shy 
about talking to God or about  
being a hero for him, open your 
Bravery Bag. Then remember what 
it feels like to be bold, with God’s 
help! 

 TEACHABLE  
MOMENTS 

How to Be a Hero 

before he hears you. Daniel, if you 
hear a noise, turn and point to that 
lion, who will have to start over. And 
we’ll all say, ‘God protects Daniel!’ If 
a lion touches Daniel, Daniel will 
turn around, hug the lion, and say, 
‘God protects me!’ Play several 
rounds and then discuss how God 
protects and strengthens us. 
The Hero’s Journal Keep an  
affirmation notebook for each child. 
On the first few pages, jot down the 
talents and abilities you’ve noticed 
that God has blessed the child with. 
As you see the child being a faith 
hero and honoring Jesus, write a 
brief description of what you  
observe, plus the date. At regular 
intervals, let kids read the excerpts. 
Then enjoy hero sandwiches. 
Goliath, Be Gone! Have one person 
stand in the middle of the room and 
be Goliath. The “giant” must try to 
tag others while standing in place. 
Play several rounds, taking turns 
being Goliath. Read aloud 1 Samuel 
17 (or the account of David and  
Goliath from a Bible storybook). Say: 
“Goliath was huge and had defeated 
many people, but David wasn’t 
afraid. He said, ‘I come against you 
in the name of the Lord Almighty!’ 
God helped David beat the giant, 
and God helps us be brave, too.” 



A LETTER FROM YOUR  

YO U T H  PA S TO R  
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Hello Dayton UMC! 
 
Summer is in full swing, and we are loving every minute of it! For the past few weeks, we have started back 
up our in-person Youth Group gatherings. It has been so refreshing seeing faces and having fun. We have 
been meeting outside in The Barn, soaking up the sun and diving into God’s Word. We just finished our 3 
week series called “Drop It”. In this series, we looked at 3 individuals from the New Testament; Mary  
Magdalene, Peter, and Paul. From their lives we learned of what they “dropped” in order to wholeheartedly 
follow Jesus. Mary was healed of a past of torment and chaos. From her life, we learned that “getting past 
our past means giving God our present.” Peter dropped his life of a fisherman to become a fisher of men. 
From Peter we learned that “God’s plans for our life are greater than our plans for our life.” Paul dropped his  
relentless pursuit of persecution when he encountered the living Jesus. From Paul, we were challenged with 
the question “What if we gave up our “rights” in order to show others what is right (Jesus)?” In looking at 
these individuals, our prayer that God reveals in our hearts what we need to put aside in order to follow Him 
with our whole self.   We are so excited to keep up with a great summer so far! 
 
Something we are even more excited about is our Camp Lakewood Mission Trip, July 25-29! This mission trip 
has taken on some very deep meanings for many of the students and leaders in the group. Camp Lakewood 
throughout the years has been a place that God has worked in the hearts and lives of many of the students 
and leaders. Many look back and see how their faith has grown through their summer camp experiences at 
Lakewood. We now have an opportunity to pour our time and service back into the camp that has had such 
an impact on our own students and leaders. As we prepare to work, we are praying that our hearts are  
willing to serve not only just to accomplish projects, but to work and pray for the many ways God will work in 
the future hearts and lives that continue to come to that camp. Even though our time will be short and our 
work may seem small, we pray for big Kingdom impacts that we know God will do for years to come.  
 
We ask for your prayers as we prepare our hearts for this amazing time. Pray that each of our hearts will be 
ready to work, to serve, to pray, and to experience God in big ways.  
 
In Christ,  
Pastor Caleb 
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NOTEWORTHY ITEMS 

SMALL GROUPS BACK TO "NORMAL" 
As we move forward into July, most restrictions are supposed to be lifted (unless there is a major set-
back).  That being the case, the church building will be back open for business.  Small groups can begin to use 
their normal spaces again.  Groups that use to meet in homes, but want to begin to meet in the building to 
help with social distancing are welcome to do so.  Everyone using the building should first contact the church 
office to schedule their group on the church calendar.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
Pastor Eric at eric.schneider@daytonumc.org or on his cell phone at 765-430-0072.  Thanks.  

HOPE IN TROUBLED TIMES 
Friends, 2020 has been a year of many challenges for all of us.  For many this has been a very difficult time 
emotionally. If you find yourself in an uncomfortable emotional place during these times, your pastoral staff 
is here.  We would love to listen to your heart, pray for you, and assure you of the hope that we have in 
Christ.  If you need to come and talk, please call the church office (765-296-3155) and schedule a time to sit 
down with one of us.  
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ADDRESS  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

8:00 AM     |   Sundays 

Traditional Worship Service 

9:30 AM     |   Sundays 

Contemporary Worship Service 

11:00 AM   |   Sundays 

Contemporary Worship Service 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 

(765) 296-3155  
Fax: (765) 296-3117 
E-mail: dumc@daytonumc.org 
www.daytonumc.org 

DON’T THROW ME AWAY! If you don’t read our newsletter, please let us know.  It costs money and time to print the newsletter, keep the mailing list updated, and prepare  

the newsletter for mailing.  So PLEASE drop us a note or call us at 296-3155 and we will remove your name from the list.   Thank You so much! 


