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A LETTER FROM YOUR  
L E A D  P A S T O R  

Dear Friends, 
 
I look to February with hope.  
 
Oh, I well know that COVID-19 is still raging. Having a case of it as I write this, I am grateful that 
mine has been a milder form of it. A family friend who is a medical doctor indicates as the virus is 
mutating it is becoming more contagious, but less deadly. That is not to discount the struggles of 
those who experience a more serious form of the virus, nor the loss of those who die from it. 
Shirley’s body has struggled more than mine with the virus and the treatments we have received. 
 
But now more and more people are receiving the vaccine. More and more people are surviving a 
case of COVID. I have hope that herd immunity is coming and the worst of this virus is behind us. 
 
I also hope for and long for an awakening in our nation as we struggle with the divisiveness that 
seems only to have deepened with our 2016 contentious election and its aftermath. Our nation has 
survived Presidents of all stripes in our history, and we survived a horrible, actual civil war. God is 
still on His throne, and will be, no matter who is President of our nation. My hope is in Jesus. 
 
February means Ground Hog Day, and only six weeks after that until spring! While we have had an 
amazingly mild winter so far, I know most of us long for spring. Hold on. It’s coming. Nothing can 
stop spring from arriving in March, no matter the weather. 
 
I hope, most of all, that we are able to overcome fear and reconnect in person as a congregation 
soon. Some of us have not worshipped in person since last March. A year without the fellowship of 
the Body of Christ except by phone calls and notes is tough to navigate, because we are hard wired 
for loving relationships which are not easily maintained virtually. Whatever the future holds, I have 
hope we can and will face it together. Together with Jesus and together with one another.  
 
Hang on. Spring is coming. The virus will become a memory and an historical event. God will move 
in 2021 in ways we do not expect, but gratefully appreciate. Jesus will remain faithful and true. 
 
      All for Jesus! 
      Pastor Mike 
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A LETTER FROM YOUR  
BUSINESS MANAGER  

Greetings Church! 
 
3 great things to share this month: 
 
1. We have now saved over $1,400 on our electric bills in just the first 2 months of our LED lighting 

upgrade!  
 
2. We received a $4,478 Duke energy rebate from the LED upgrade, and we put that back into our 

memorial fund designated for LED lighting (where the money came from to fund this project). 
We are now getting estimates to complete the LED upgrade on the rest of the high ceiling 
sanctuary lights and altar lighting.  What an amazing gift that will continue to bless our church 
for many years in the future!  

 
3. We are proactive with our benevolence fund!  We are now working with our Dayton Town Hall 

Clerk Treasurer and supporting 3 – 4 different families each month that are facing financial 
hardships and are behind on their water bill.  We have already sent $946.35 to bless others in 
January.  We look forward to blessing others in need each month going forward without waiting 
for someone to approach us.  A big thank you to Ginger Iwaoka for the idea, and we put it in 
action!  We encourage everyone to consider this in our future benevolence fund offerings.  

 
Thanks so much for your faithful giving and for the privilege to serve!   
 
Peace and Blessings,   
Matt Bowers 
Business Manager 



Healthy trust levels with others 
set the foundation for how  
children experience social and 
emotional relationships later in 
life. When kids realize that God, 
their environment, and the  
people around them are  
trustworthy, they feel secure, 
hopeful, and optimistic. 
Trust is also vital for spiritual  
development. Early experiences 
with parents and the church  
impact children’s perceptions of 
God. When kids feel safe and 
loved, they can trust that God 
loves them, too. From birth, you 
can help your kids develop trust 
through: 
Trustworthy Relationships  
Children learn to trust you and 
other adults from their earliest 
years. Keep your promises and  

February 2021 

 

POWERSOURCE 
ASK JESUS: 

1. To help you be a trust-
worthy caregiver and an 
example of God’s trust-
worthiness. 

2. To reassure your children 
that God cares deeply for 
them and keeps all his 
promises. 

3. To reveal his trustworthi-
ness and goodness to 
your family. 

See daytonumc.org page 
for complete article 
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Teach Kids That God Is Trustworthy  

follow through. Take care to  
expose them to kind, nurturing 
people, from church friends to 
grandparents.  
Trustworthy Environments Safe, 
engaging surroundings help kids 
trust that you’ll take care of them. 
Remember: Material possessions 
aren’t as important as people 
who provide consistency and 
comfort. 
Trust-Building Activities Inject 
laughter and fun at home.  
Younger children especially feel 
secure when play is part of life—
Peek-a-Boo and familiar songs are 
a great starters. 
Faithful Foundations You create 
the basis for kids to build trust in 
God. Bit by bit, you empower 
them to trust in Someone who’s 
so much bigger than they are. 



  

 

fish. Point out all the extras. Say: 
“Jesus did a miracle! People had 
food for their bodies and learned 
about Jesus’ love.” Give each per-
son a pink heart. Ask: “What did 
you think about all these leftovers? 
How can we trust Jesus to give us 
more than we need?” 
Trust Walk Take turns leading one 
another around the house or yard. 
The person being led should wear 
a blindfold or keep his or her eyes 
closed. First, have the guide hold 
the partner’s elbow but say  
nothing during the walk. Then 
have the guide shout instructions 
from far away. Afterward, discuss 
what makes trusting easy or tough. 
Molded by God’s Hands Give each 
person a lump of modeling clay. 
Say: “Think of something you want 
to make. Then we’ll try three  
different ways to make it.” First, 
have people stare at their clay. 
Then have them try to mold it with 
bare feet. Finally, let them use 
their hands. Talk about what 
worked and what didn’t, and why. 
Read aloud Isaiah 64:8. Ask: “How 
does God mold us?” Say: “We 
might think of God as being far 
away, but if he is a potter and we 
are the clay, then God is as close 
as our skin. We can trust God’s 
promise that he is always with us 
and is active in our lives!” 

That’s Impossible! Take turns trying 
to unwrap Hersey’s Kisses while 
wearing oven mitts. Read Matthew 
19:26 and ask: “What things can 
God do that are impossible for us 
to do? What are you facing that 
seems impossible? How can we 
trust that God has all these things 
in his hands and takes care of them 
for us?” Close with a group hug 
and enjoy some Kisses. 
Unseen Blessings Beforehand, 
gather paper cups, put a few drops 
of food coloring in each, and cover 
the drops with a heap of baking 
soda. Ask: “What troubles do you 
face? Draw or write them on the 
outside of your cup.” Read aloud 2 
Corinthians 4:18. Say: “If we focus 
too much on our outside troubles, 
we might forget to trust that God is 
doing good things we can’t see.” 
Pour a few drops of vinegar in each 
cup so the color appears. Ask: 
“What can we focus on instead of 
troubles? How can we trust God 
even though we can’t see him?” 
Multiplied Beforehand, cut 5-inch 
squares of tissue paper (yellow, 
pink, and blue) so there are more 
squares than people. Cut yellow 
stacks into bread-slice shapes, pink 
stacks into hearts, and blue stacks 
into fish shapes. Say: “Jesus cares 
for our bodies and our hearts.” 
Read Mark 6:34-44. Give each  
person one bread and one  
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Seeing the Full Picture 

You’ll need a Bible, paper, 
washable paint (at least three 
colors), and paintbrushes. 
Say: Think of a time when 
things felt ruined because 
they didn’t go how you  
expected. Have each person 
crumple a piece of paper into 
a ball. Ask: How did you re-
act? Let people each choose 
one color to paint their paper 
ball while answering. 
Carefully open the balls to 
view the paintings. Say: Now 
think of a time you were  
confused or scared. Have 
people crumple the papers 
again and use a different  
color to paint the balls while 
sharing. Then open the pa-
pers. Say: Think of a time you 
felt alone. Have people crum-
ple the papers and use a third 
color to paint while sharing. 
Read aloud 2 Corinthians  
4:8-10. Ask: How could those 
difficult times be better, 
knowing that Jesus is with us 
and understands? Open the 
papers to see the finished 
paintings. Say: God uses 
tough times to show us his 
glory—and to help us trust 
him. Have faith in God’s full 
picture! 

 TEACHABLE  
MOMENTS 

Trust Develops Over Time 

As children grow, their views of God and his trustworthiness develop. 
Ages 2 to 4 Preschoolers identify God as having a human form and traits. 
These traits most likely resemble those seen in key adults in kids’ lives. 
Ages 5 to 8 Fear of the unknown prompts kids to want to believe in a 
God who’s all-powerful, all-knowing, omnipresent. Their grasp of God’s 
trustworthiness depends on how adults express these qualities to them. 
Ages 9 to 12 Older children’s perception of God can range from a leg-
endary superhero to a living, spiritual being—often like their own father. 



6  |  DaytonUMC 

Here at Dayton UM Church, we have a Discipleship Pathway, which is our plan to help you grow 
deeper in your faith.  The first step in our Discipleship Pathway is the Connecting to Christ 
class.  This four week class discusses strategies on how to 1) Study the Bible, 2) Pray, 3) Fast, and  
4) Journal.  Every person attending Dayton UMC is encouraged to take this initial step in the  
Discipleship Pathway.  Whether you have been a Christian for 20 years, or 20 minutes, there is 
something for everyone in this class. Starting in February, this class will be Sunday's at 11:00 in 
Room 136 off the front hallway near the mailboxes.  If you have questions about the class, please 
feel free to contact Pastor Eric at 765-430-0072 or eric.schneider@daytonumc.org.   

Several times a year we (DUMC servants) prepare, serve and clean up for the family ministry of  
Trinity Life Ministry. Four to five people are needed on each date. So far for 2021, the dates we are 
scheduled for are March 1 and March 29. The Mission Team will pay for the food. The food can be 
left in the church kitchen and the set-up team can take it over. If you would like to serve in any way 
with the Trinity Family Life Ministry, please contact Cathy Woodard at 765-409-4494 (call or text) or 
cmhinton4@gmail.com.  
 
You are such a blessing to Trinity men and families. It is an honor to have you as a ministry partner 
in the Lord’s work. Thank you so much for preparing meals and serving at Family Ministry. In 
Christ’s Love.  

Melanie Radzikowski, Trinity Life Ministry 

Men, it is not too late to jump into the best men's study  
you will ever find.  Men's Fraternity starts Wednesday,  
February 3 at 6:30 pm in Conference Room B.  This study 
goes for 16 weeks and gives practical tools to help men  
become better husbands, fathers, employees, bosses,  
and men.  Even if you can only make a few of the sessions, 
each lesson has valuable insight that will help you grow  
further into the man God wants you to be.  You Do NOT 
Want To Miss This Small Group. Although this is the second 
year, it is designed so that each year stands on its own.  You do not need to have taken the first 
year to attend.  Please join Men's Fraternity.  Pastor Eric welcomes you or your questions. Contact 
him by phone (765-430-0072), text, or email (eric.schneider@daytonumc.org).  Signing up  
beforehand is helpful , but not required.  Just come, and you’ll be glad that you did.  Don't Miss It!  
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It is my privilege to invite you to the Wesleyan Covenant Association’s Fifth Global Gathering to be 
held on Saturday, May 1, 2021. We welcome your attendance as we host the simulcast.  Please save 
the date. We plan to open registration for Go Global! in the second half of February; we will share 
more information about the event at that time. 
 
This year’s theme – “Go Global!” – is inspired by Jesus’ command to his disciples, “Go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, 
I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28.19-20). 
 
Go they did! And the command the disciples responded to is as imperative today as it was 2,000 
years ago. So as traditionalists in The United Methodist Church, preparing for a new global  
Methodist movement, we will spend a day together preparing our hearts and minds as well. We will 
do so by reflecting on Peter and Paul who dared to go to new places and to different  
people in order to share the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
 
As always, we will have a line-up of inspirational presenters, powerful times of worship, and we will 
close our day together with the celebration of Holy Communion. 
 
Despite the delay of The United Methodist Church’s General Conference, we believe the  
momentum for the creation of a new global Methodist movement is stronger than it has ever been. 
Our global gatherings have inspired and encouraged people to press forward to what God has in 
store for us, and we want this year’s gathering – “Go Global!” – to do the same! So please mark 
May 1 on your calendar so you can join us. Until then, please be in prayer for our time together. 
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 

(765) 296-3155  
Fax: (765) 296-3117 
E-mail: dumc@daytonumc.org 
www.daytonumc.org 

DON’T THROW ME AWAY! If you don’t read our newsletter, please let us know.  It costs money and time to print the newsletter, keep the mailing list updated, and pre-
pare the newsletter for mailing.  So PLEASE drop us a note or call us at 296-3155 and we will remove your name from the list.   Thank You so much! 

8:00 AM     |   Sundays 
Traditional Worship Service 

9:30 AM     |   Sundays 
Contemporary Worship Service 

11:00 AM   |   Sundays 
Contemporary Worship Service 

We also livestream the  
8:00 & 9:30am services 


