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MEET THE DUMC TEAM 

Looking for something to study this Christmas?  Don’t forget to check out RightNow Media and the 
Small Group Resources in the Church Library. We have The Purpose of Christmas by Rick Warren in 

the Library.  RightNow Media has The Case For Christmas by Lee Strobel and many others.  
Check them out today.  
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A LETTER FROM YOUR BUSINESS MANAGER 
Merry Christmas Church Family!   
 
I hope this newsletter finds everyone healthy and safe! 
 
We had an amazing mission trip to Foley, Alabama to support the hurricane disaster relief efforts with 
Samaritan’s Purse the week of November 16th – 20th.  We did a lot of chainsaw and debris clearing work to 
share the love of Jesus with those affected by the recent storms.  We always began the work by praying as a 
team with the homeowner.  While we were working, Chaplains made rounds to the homes being worked on 
by the several teams deployed.  They sought to lead the lost to Christ!  At our first home, Steve knew the 
Lord and his wife - Rhonda did not.  She accepted Jesus with the Chaplains while we were there!  We 
learned that Steve had been praying for her for several years.  Steve had to leave for work shortly after we 
started – what an great surprise for him when he returned home!  On completion of the project, we present 
the homeowner with a Billy Graham Study Bible that we all signed with our favorite verse and prayed with 
them as a team.  What an awesome celebration for Rhonda as we all teared up with joy as we handed her 
the bible, knowing that she was our new sister in Christ!! I want to thank Chris and Rachel Brandenburg for 
spearheading this mission trip.  One of the volunteers celebrated their 79th birthday while we were there – 
anyone can serve and help pull branches, rake, pray, present bibles etc.  This is a great opportunity to serve 
here in the U.S.  They say chainsaws can open doors!   
 
A difficult decision, the right decision:   
I know there is a lot of prayer and struggle going into the decision to remain open for in-person worship.  I 
believe everyone in our congregation has made and is making the right decision each and every week.  I 
pray for everyone to take the pandemic seriously and to take precautions to reduce the spread of the virus.  
The enemy wants to divide us every day.  The election, mask or no mask, shut down or stay open, judging 
one another based on an opinion, the list goes on…  I pray for respect.  I pray that we respect everyone’s 
opinion in these matters.  We agree with those who choose to worship online – it’s the right decision for you 
and your family.  We agree with those who choose to worship in person – it’s the right decision for you and 
your family.  Staying open allows us to minister to everyone’s needs. There are many people craving 
Christian fellowship and worship.  I’m thankful that we are here for them.  The enemy would also love to 
cripple us with extreme fear and disrupt the celebration of Christmas.  Satan, we rebuke you in the name of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!  - Amen.   
 
I wish everyone a very Merry Christmas!!   
Matt   
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December 2020 

 

Preparedness is a familiar and  
important concept for parents. 
Often it’s associated with physical 
safety: child-proofing a home, 
keeping emergency phone  
numbers handy, and planning 
ahead in case of natural disasters.  
Preparation also plays a role in 
joyful occasions—from faith  
passages to developmental  
milestones. Throughout the years, 
parents make countless decisions 
and plans, offering guidance and 
support as their kids prepare to 
head out on their own someday. 
During the weeks leading up to 
Christmas, a season known as  
Advent, followers of Jesus have 
the opportunity to prepare our 
hearts for his birth. That can be 
challenging, with all the hustle 
and bustle of the typical  
December.  

POWERSOURCE 
ASK JESUS: 

1. To help your family  
members prepare their 
hearts for the upcoming 
Christmas celebration. 

2. To make you alert to 
ways you can share your 
faith during the holiday 
season. 

3. To keep you ready and 
watchful for Jesus’  
second coming. 

See daytonumc.org page 
for complete article 

Christmas Reminds Us to Be Prepared  

Advent also is a time to prepare 
for Jesus’ second coming,  
something we may not think 
about very often amid packed 
daily schedules. 
Throughout Scripture—often in 
stories called parables—Jesus 
instructs us to stay alert and 
watchful. The day of his return, 
which is unknown to all but God, 
will appear like a thief in the night 
(1 Thessalonians 5:2). So, we are 
to remain awake, tell others about 
Jesus’ good news of salvation, 
and be ready to share our beliefs. 
To help your children be  
spiritually prepared, put Jesus 
and faith in him at the center of 
your home—and your Christmas 
celebrations. Read on for more 
seasonal ideas for getting ready 
to welcome our Savior and King! 
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Brainstorm promises you could 
make that might be worthwhile in 
500 years. Say: “Knowing that God 
always keeps his promises helps us 
trust him while we’re waiting.” 
“Spread” the News Set out sugar 
cookies, frosting, blunt knives, and 
sprinkles. While kids decorate 
cookies, discuss ways we can 
“spread” the good news about 
Jesus’ birth and add “sprinkles” of 
joy to people’s lives. 
Nativity Copycats Encourage kids 
to follow the examples of people 
in the Bible: loving Jesus as Mary 
and Joseph did, praising Jesus as 
the angels did, telling others about 
Jesus as the shepherds did, giving 
Jesus gifts as the wise men did. 
Christmas Concert Let younger 
children ring bells, play music  
boxes, and dance to Christmas  
carols. Say: “Knowing that Jesus is 
coming makes us happy!” 
The Big Picture On a long piece of 
paper, outline a Christmas design. 
Each day in December, spend a 
few minutes coloring in the details 
together. As the mural comes into 
focus, discuss how to stay focused 
on Jesus. Display the completed 
mural in a window. 

“I have seen your salvation, 

which you have prepared  

for all people.” —Luke 2:30-31 

Guest Prep Brainstorm things your 
family does to get ready for guests. 
Discuss what you’d do differently if 
Jesus came to stay at your house. 
Read aloud Mark 1:3-4. Say: “John 
the Baptist told many people that 
Jesus was coming. We, too, can let 
others know what Christmas is 
about—our Savior’s birth.” Pray, 
asking God to bless your family’s 
plans for his Son’s arrival. 
Holding onto Hope At breakfast, 
discuss each day’s Christmas-
related plans. Talk about how  
anticipating this special time is like 
or unlike what Mary and Joseph 
hoped for as they waited for Jesus. 
Preparing a Place Have children 
design place cards and decorate 
paper plates for a meal. Afterward, 
read Luke 14:12-24 and talk about 
how God loves each of us and  
invites us to a heavenly feast. Say: 
“While we’re preparing our hearts 
for Jesus, God is preparing a place 
for us in heaven.” Close in prayer, 
thanking God for each family  
member by name. 
Waiting for the Promise Discuss 
why waiting is tough—and how it 
feels when a long wait is finally 
over. Read aloud Jeremiah 33:14-
16. Say: “This prophet told people 
that the Messiah, Jesus, was  
coming. More than 500 years  
later, God’s promise was fulfilled.” 

Our Guiding Star 

Hide a swaddled doll in a 
darkened room. Then lead 
family members through the 
room with flashlights (or 
phone lights) to search for the 
baby. Play several rounds, 
giving each person a turn to 
hide the baby and lead the 
search. 
Read aloud Matthew 2:1-12. 
Say: A bright star led some 
followers to find baby Jesus, 
who was born to be the light 
of the world. It must have 
been so exciting to follow the 
star to Bethlehem to find baby 
Jesus!  
Ask: In our game, how did 
you feel when you were  
following the light? How 
would the game have been 
different without flashlights? 
Say: I’m glad we were pre-
pared with these lights so we 
could find the baby. Let’s  
remember to follow the light 
of Jesus every day as we get 
ready for Christmas! Close in 
prayer, thanking Jesus for al-
ways guiding us with his light. 

 TEACHABLE  
MOMENTS 

Jesus Is Coming! 

The people of Jesus’ day expected him to be an earthly king who would 
overthrow the Romans and restore the kingdom of Israel. From our stand-
point in history, we know that the baby Jesus grew up to become the  
Suffering Servant (see Isaiah 53), a sinless sacrifice who died in our place. 
One day, Jesus will return bodily to rule as King over all heaven and 
earth. But as Immanuel, or “God with us,” Jesus also remains always  
present with us, no matter what we’re facing. Remind children of that  
precious promise as Christmas approaches—and every day after! 
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A LETTER FROM YOUR YOUTH PASTOR  
Hello!  
 
Hey Overhaul Students and Parents! Christmas is here! The month of December is always amazing 
with the season, family, celebrations, and so much more. But in the midst of all of that, this month 
can at times feel chaotic, stressful, and fast. My prayer for you all and your families this Christmas 
season is that in midst of the celebration, the crazy and the forgotten, God continues to show up 
unexpectedly like He did that night so many years ago. You can always count on God to show up, 
but will our hearts be willing to seek Him out like the shepherds, trek through terrain to worship 
Him like the Wisemen, and give Him our wholehearted "yes" like Mary.   
 
Beginning December 6th, that's exactly what we are going to be talking about in Overhaul Youth 
Group. We will be starting a new series simply called "Merry Christmas". To many that can mean 
many things but when we hear it, what comes to mind first? The presents, the tree, the lights, the 
season? So many times I've allowed my own heart to become distracted by the "awe" of the  
season and forget to seek, worship, and celebrate Emmanuel- God WITH us. For 2 weeks we will 
be looking not only at what the world gained that first Christmas, but what we are called to give in 
response. The shepherd's gave their stories, the Wisemen gave their worship, Mary and Joseph 
gave their comfort, and God gave everything.... Join us as we dive into the story of Jesus! 
 
We have some really exciting things coming up this winter! To kick off the new year, we will be 
hosting the High School “Midnight Maskerade”. This is going to be an awesome night for 9th-12th  
graders to get dressed up, deck out a facemask, share in dinner and show off their best moves. 
January 9th from 6:30-9:00 pm in The Shop. Be looking for more information soon.  
 
If you are a 6th-8th grader, don’t worry! We have another awesome event coming up on February 
12th. Middle Schoolers are invited to join us at the first ever Overhaul Slipper Formal! This is a night 
to dress your best and finish your outfit off with the finest pair of slippers you own. We will embark 
in a fast food progressive dinner and end the night showing off our best moves. If you are in  
6th-8th grade, we will see you there from 6:00-8:30 pm in The Shop. Be on the lookout for more 
information soon.  
 
Also just a reminder we will not be having Midweek Bible Study on December 23rd or Overhaul 
Youth Group on Sunday, December 27th.  
 
For more dates, information, and parents resources, check out our Overhaul December Newsletter 
in the weekly parent update! Not receiving weekly updates? Please let me know by emailing Pastor 
Caleb at caleb.cornell@daytonumc.org to get signed up.  
 
Merry Christmas! 
Pastor Caleb 
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NOTEWORTHY ITEMS 

This Christmas at Dayton United Methodist Church we will be giving Gideon Bibles in your loved 
ones’ name to remember them, In Memory of and/or In Honor of. Each Bible is $5.00. You may 
place your order by calling the church office at 296-3155. Please have your order in no later than  
December 13.  

In the lobby of the church, you will find a big alphabetical wooden box. This is used to exchange 
Christmas cards with your church family. Bring your cards and distribute them according to the first 
letter of the last name, and collect your cards using the same procedure.  

Wednesday, December 23 and Thursday, December 24 at 6:00pm 
Check out your worship folder in Advent and the Information Center in the Church lobby. There will 
be an invitation to our Christmas Eve Services. Please be asking God who to give the invitations to. 
As God puts a person on your heart, please start praying for God to soften that person’s heart. Ask 
God to give you an opportunity to invite them to come with you to the service and give them the 
invitation. Continue to pray for that person. Thank you for shining Jesus’ light in the world.  

Christmas Jubilee is a ministry at Dayton United Methodist Church that provides gifts for less  
fortunate children in the Dayton and surrounding area. 
 
The DUMC congregation has always been extremely generous in providing the gifts requested by 
the children. This year we have many from the congregation that are not getting out, therefore, 
won’t have access to pick from the tree that is in the church lobby. You can still participate! Just 
give Sandy Guinn a call and she will get you set up. You can reach her any day between  
9:00am-9:00pm at 765-296-3986 or 765-413-0964.   
 
We also provide an abundance of food for the families so they can have a delicious Christmas  
dinner. In addition, we send with them a full box of groceries to sustain them for many days.  
Therefore, gift cards or monetary donations are always welcome. You can include this in your  
offering, please just label how much goes for Christmas Jubilee. If you want to give online, specify 
that it is for the Christmas Jubilee with the drop down button. 
 
It takes the entire church to make this happen. We ask for your help and support. Please consider 
what you can do. Volunteers are needed to shop and provide cookies. For more information call 
Sandy Guinn. 
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ADDRESS  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

8:00 AM     |   Sundays 
Traditional Worship Service 

9:30 AM     |   Sundays 
Contemporary Worship Service 

11:00 AM   |   Sundays 
Contemporary Worship Service 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 

(765) 296-3155  
Fax: (765) 296-3117 
E-mail: dumc@daytonumc.org 
www.daytonumc.org 

DON’T THROW ME AWAY! If you don’t read our newsletter, please let us know.  It costs money and time to print the newsletter, keep the mailing list updated, and pre-
pare the newsletter for mailing.  So PLEASE drop us a note or call us at 296-3155 and we will remove your name from the list.   Thank You so much! 


