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A LETTER FROM YOUR  
L E A D  P A S T O R  

Dear Friends, 
 
By the time you read this we will be approaching the Third Sunday of Lent. That means just four 
more Sundays to Easter! 
 
I am excited about our Lenten worship series, and I trust we will already find ourselves blessed by 
the first two weeks of The Places of the Passion of the Christ. Whether you saw the movie in 2004 or 
not, the Passion of the Christ is the thing we call Jesus’ passionate pouring out of His life for us in 
His last week.  
 
In that passion, Jesus sweat drops of blood in prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane. He stood trial, 
first at the home of the High Priest and then again at Governor Pontius Pilate’s judgment hall. Out of 
His deep love for us Jesus walked the Via Dolorosa – the way of suffering. He was nailed to a cross 
at Golgotha (the place of the skull) and died a harsh, cruel death for you and me. Then, on that  
glorious Sunday, He walked out of the garden tomb in resurrection! 
 
These are the places where Jesus Christ poured out His passionate love for us. These are the places 
that mark the events of His last week. And these are the places we are visiting in this year’s Lenten 
Series. Let’s walk the way with Jesus. As we visit each place, let’s learn what we can about the  
redemption story that is played out and how it affects our lives today. 
 
I believe Jesus wants to draw us close and deepen our love for Him as we consider the Places of 
the Passion of the Christ. I pray the events of Redemption will fill each of us with more and more 
love for the Savior who poured out His life passionately for us! 
 
On Thursday, April 1, our annual Maundy Thursday Service of Holy Communion will take place at 
6:30pm. We will offer the option to receive Communion around tables at the front in groups of 
twelve, like the Disciples at the Last Supper.  
 
On Friday, April 2, at 6:30 pm we will have a Good Friday service in the Sanctuary. This service of 
remembering Jesus on the Cross is one of the most humbling and meaningful special worship  
experiences of the year. I hope you can join us. We will also livestream both Mandy Thursday  
Communion and the Good Friday service. 
 
March is going to be an intense and beautiful month in the worship life of our congregation. I hope 
you can join us – in person of via livestream – as we walk through Lent together! 
 
      All for Jesus 
      Pastor Mike 
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A LETTER FROM YOUR  
BUSINESS MANAGER  

Greetings Church!   
 
This is the March newsletter!?  I’m writing this on Monday February 15th.  The kids are out of school 
for a winter storm warning, it’s 2pm and snowing with the heavy stuff predicted after 4pm!  Yes, I’m 
excited for spring!  Official 1st day of spring on the calendar is March 20th this year….  All of us 
Hoosiers know better!  We usually get winter weather around the high school basketball state 
tourney before spring decides to stick around a little longer.  Everyone stay safe out there!   
 
I want to thank our prayer and repair team for a nice devotional, fellowship and repair efforts in 
getting a few things done around the building!  Next prayer and repair is Saturday March 13th from 
8am – noon.  Please don’t let the “repair” part keep you away!  We (or, I should say - speaking for 
myself) are not that talented.  We have figured out how to use a paint brush, caulk and more 
importantly we can google – “You Tube” to figure out stuff!  We are blessed with some handy guys 
that help coach us in our efforts.  We hope you can join us!    
 
Reminder:  We are helping folks that have fallen behind on their water bills in our town of Dayton!  
We appreciate everyone’s generous offerings and encourage you to consider giving to the 
benevolence fund on the first Sunday of the month.  The benevolence fund supports individuals 
and families in need.  Each month we work with the town clerk to assist 3-4 different families to help 
them catch up their water bill.  Over the last 2 months we have helped 6 families for over $1,900 in 
water bills.  Great Job Church!   
 
Peace and Blessings,      
 
Matt Bowers 
Business Manager 



During the season of Lent, which 
begins on Ash Wednesday, the 
traditional focus is on our  
sinfulness and our need for a  
Savior. Lent isn’t a time to wallow 
in guilt but to humbly reflect,  
repent, and turn to Jesus, who 
always forgives us. 
People of all ages often have a 
tough time forgiving others—or 
asking for forgiveness. Letting go 
of our hurt and anger when we’ve 
been wronged can be challeng-
ing. And admitting when we’ve 
messed up is rough on the ego. 
Thankfully, Jesus provides us with 
complete forgiveness and also 
shows us how to live as forgiven 
and forgiving people. Through his 
death on the cross (another focus 
of  the Lenten season), Jesus paid 
the price for our sins. The Bible 

March 2021 

 

POWERSOURCE 
ASK JESUS: 

1. To forgive your sins: the 
wrongs you’ve commit-
ted and the “rights” 
you’ve omitted. 

2. To make forgiveness a 
key component of your 
family’s life. 

3. To help you model  
repentance and for-
giveness for your kids. 

Complete article can be 
found at daytonumc.org 
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Jesus Always Forgives and Forgets  

says God casts our sins “into the 
deepest part of the sea” (Micah 
7:19) and remembers them  
“no more” (Hebrews 8:12). 
Family life offers many opportuni-
ties to learn about and practice 
forgiveness. As Anne Lamott 
writes in her book Almost Every-
thing, “If the earth is forgiveness 
school, family is your postdoctoral 
fellowship.” Parents have the 
privilege of showing kids what it 
looks like to lovingly ask for and 
grant forgiveness. This helps  
children understand the  
importance of Jesus’ gift of  
complete forgiveness—and his 
command to forgive others, even 
our enemies. 
Read on for ways to explore the 
topics of sin and forgiveness with 
your family. 



  

 

Philippians 3:13-14. Have people 
cross the room again, this time  
facing forward. Say: “Let’s live for 
Jesus, with our eyes on him.” 
Don’t Hide Sin! Wrap masking tape 
around a rock and write “sin” on it. 
Have family members close their 
eyes while one person hides the 
rock. Then have everyone else 
search for it. Repeat several times. 
Then ask: “What was it like to hide 
the rock? To search for it?” Read 
aloud Numbers 32:23. Ask: “Have 
you ever had a sin discovered even 
though you tried to hide it? What 
happened? What does God want 
us to do when we’ve sinned?” Use 
a marker to blot out the word “sin” 
on the rock. Close by reading 
aloud 1 John 1:9. 
Good Riddance With highlighters, 
take turns writing down sins on a 
coffee filter. (Assist younger kids.) 
Say: “The Bible says when we  
confess—or admit—our sins, God 
always forgives us.” Put a few 
drops of lemon juice on the writing 
and watch as the “sins” disappear. 
Read aloud Acts 3:19. Say: “The 
juice made the words disappear, 
just as God makes all our sins  
disappear when we say we’re sor-
ry. We may still have to deal with 
the consequences, or results, of 
our sins, but when God forgives 
sins, they’re totally gone. Hooray!” 

Forgiveness Brings Healing Ask 
family members to consider times 
they’ve been hurt by someone’s 
actions and been unable to  
forgive. Have them draw a symbol 
of each hurt on a bandage and 
place bandages on their exposed 
skin. Ask: “What makes it tough to 
forgive? How did it feel to be  
forgiven?” Read aloud Matthew 
6:14. Say: “Jesus forgives all our 
sins and tells us to forgive people 
who sin against us.” Remove the 
bandages and pray together for 
hearts that forgive and heal.  
Spell It Out Down the left side of a 
chalkboard or piece of paper, write 
the word FORGIVE. Talk about 
what it feels like to be forgiven, 
and write one of those feelings by 
each letter; for example, Free, 
Open, Relieved, Grateful. 
Press on With Forgiveness On one 
wall, tape a sign that says “Past” 
and on the other a sign that says 
“Future.” Ask family members to 
think about good things from the 
past as well as things they regret. 
Say: “Try to cross the room walking 
backward, keeping your eyes on 
the past. If you bump into anyone, 
fall, or look back, you have to sit 
down where you are.” Afterward, 
say: “It’s good to learn from the 
past, but we shouldn’t get stuck 
there and forget about God’s  
forgiveness.” Read aloud  
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All Clear! 

Hand out calculators or use 
the calculator on your 
phones. Say: Let’s do some 
addition. Add 3 + 3 + 4 + 4 + 
5 + 6 + 7. What did you get? 
32! Me too. Here’s another 
one: Add 2 + 3 + 4 + 5 + 6 + 
7 + 8? What did you get this 
time? 35! Me too. One more: 
Add 7 + 9 + 4 + 6. What did 
you get? (Family members 
will say “26.”) Oh my, I must 
have added wrong. I got 25. 
Here, I’ll just push the “clear” 
button and try again. Yep, it’s 
26! 
Say: The “clear” button is one 
of the best things about  
calculators. If you make a mis-
take, it just wipes the screen 
clean and you can start over.  
Read Isaiah 43:25. Say: When 
God forgives our sins, he 
doesn’t even remember them. 
It’s like God has a clear  
button, wiping out those sins 
forever. Jesus paid the price 
for our sins by dying on the 
cross. But because he rose 
again, God wiped away all our 
sins, like with this “clear”  
button. We can start over and 
don’t have to worry about 
past sins. 

 TEACHABLE  
MOMENTS 

Forgiveness Is Divine 

Because forgiveness is an abstract concept and only God can forgive      
perfectly, children’s thoughts about forgiveness mature over time. 
Ages 3 to 5: Concrete thinkers process life in literal terms. Ask questions 
to help make connections. Give hugs and say, “I love you. I forgive you.” 
Ages 6 to 8: Children this age connect new ideas to old information.  
Help them make associations by modeling kindness in relationships. 
Ages 9 to 12: Older kids begin to think abstractly but still rely on familiar 
experiences. Let kids ask questions, and value their thoughts. 



6  |  DaytonUMC 

A LETTER FROM YOUR  
YOUTH PASTOR  

Hello! 
 
As we finish the month of February, we are getting excited about what is just around the corner. 
Springtime, Summertime and CAMP! We are so excited for some new opportunities coming up this 
summer so be on the lookout for more info coming soon. 
 
We have just wrapped up our February series called True Purity. In this series we dove into not just 
how to pursue purity in our lives but what the meaning of TRUE Purity really is. What we’ve  
discovered is that purity is more than just how good we are at saying “no” to the right things, purity 
is the wholehearted, whole life pursuit of Jesus. A holy life comes first from surrendering all we are 
to Jesus. Pursuing purity in dating, sex, and relationships is only a small portion of pursuing true  
purity. This is a conversation that begins when we say yes to Jesus and continues throughout our 
lives, young and old, married and single.  
 
Beginning in March we are beginning a new series called Lost & Found. In this series we are going 
to be looking at the life and ministry of Jesus, specifically his parables as He speaks of our human 
condition of being lost without Him yet found when we discover His love, grace, and salvation.  
During this series, we are going to be wrestling with our life and faith and growing deeper in our 
love and understanding of who Jesus is and all that offers. Pray that students discover life, love, and 
hope of a wholehearted relationship with Christ.  
 
In Christ,  
Pastor Caleb 
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Tough Questions — Tender Persuasion Class  
 
The Sunday school class, “Tough Questions – Tender Persuasion,” will begin Sunday April 11 and 
continue for eight weeks ending May 30.  We will be using the study guide Persuasion Points,  
written by Josh Hershberger, attorney, minister, speaker and advocate to educate Christians to live 
out the gospel in a post-Christian culture. Josh states: 
 
In my experience, church leaders and other committed Christians that engage their communities 
will encounter several common arguments or issues that they should be prepared to address.  
They are as follows: 
1. Personal autonomy 
2. Church history 
3. Christian sexual ethic 
4. The problem of pain, suffering and evil 
5. The pseudo-clash between science and religion 
6. Christ’s exclusive claim  
 
Everyone is welcome to this class who truly wants to learn to engage their family, friends and  
community in a winsome, non-combative and persuasive atmosphere to the glorious truth of the 
gospel.  
Look to future bulletin inserts and newsletters for changes or updates.  

Journey to the Cross is a powerfully  
moving, multisensory family event that 
takes people along the path that Jesus 
walked during his last days on earth.  
Activities focused on Jesus’ love and  
forgiveness demonstrate the real  
meaning of Easter: our risen Christ ‘s  
victory over death! Designed specifically 
for parents and their children to  
experience together, this event teaches 
about the life-changing message of the 
cross in a way that everyone can  
understand, and no one will forget. 
 
There will also be an Easter egg hunt.  
Be sure to invite your friends!  
 
Sign up will be March 1st — March 24th on our Facebook page or website. More info to come. 
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 

(765) 296-3155  
Fax: (765) 296-3117 
E-mail: dumc@daytonumc.org 
www.daytonumc.org 

DON’T THROW ME AWAY! If you don’t read our newsletter, please let us know.  It costs money and time to print the newsletter, keep the mailing list updated, and pre-
pare the newsletter for mailing.  So PLEASE drop us a note or call us at 296-3155 and we will remove your name from the list.   Thank You so much! 

8:00 AM     |   Sundays 
Traditional Worship Service 

9:30 AM     |   Sundays 
Contemporary Worship Service 

11:00 AM   |   Sundays 
Contemporary Worship Service 

We also livestream the  
8:00 & 9:30am services 


